




 

Why is history important at Aspinal? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 History provides the context for a child to understand the world 

in which they live 

 It is important to learn from past mistakes and triumphs 

 Helps children understand aspects of what it means to be human 

 Children learn to appreciate difference and similarity 

 Develops a value system and links to British values 

 It develops a sense of continuity and change 

 Children learn to appreciate different cultures, periods and time 

 It is a core element of cultural capital and hereafter knowledge: 

an understanding of key historical figures and periods enhances 

understanding of other academic subjects particularly English 

 History develops the social and intellectual skills to analyse and 

interpret the situations that children find themselves in 



 
History at Aspinal 

What are the key knowledge concepts in history 

at Aspinal? 

Society Institutions Culture Commerce 

Gender 
Social Class 
Health 
Everyday Life 

Monarchy 
Church 
Education 
Military 

Arts 
Festivals 
Celebrations 
Sacrifice/worship 
Beliefs  Myths 

Trade 
Agriculture (and 
land use) 
 

Politics Agents for 
Change 

Local Significance 

Our Locality 

 

Power 
Government 

Significant People 
Movements 
Enterprise/advent
ure 

Relationship with 
the wider world 
(regional, national 
international) 
interconnections 
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What are the key history subject discipline skills? 

 

 

 Sequence events across time 

 Develop a sense of chronology (where different 

events / periods fit in time and different timescales) 

 Describe and give reasons for change and continuity 

 Find links and patterns 

 Compare and contrast 

 Develop confidence and precision in use of historical 

terms and language 

 Identify cause and consequence 

 Discuss people, events and developments 

 Use different sources to find out 

 Report findings in different ways 

 Question reliability and bias 

 Empathise 

 Recognise what is significant 

 Ask questions and try to answer them 

curiosity, empathy, enquiry, chronology, imagination 
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How does Aspinal ensure progression in our 

key knowledge and concepts in history? 

 

 Curriculum identifies points where comparisons can 

be made 

 Topics start with link to chronology 

 Knowledge taught becomes more in depth 

 Increasing complexity of language and precision 

expected 

 Children make comparisons across wider times 

 Knowledge organisers show precise knowledge 

children will learn in each topic 

 Children develop their knowledge of the past through 

a range of sources. 

  Pupils demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding as a historian through a TASC project 

  Children are able to identify cause and consequence 

through significant events 

 Children understand the significance of events and 

people in different situations 
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How do we know our children have made progress? 

End points FS 
Children can 

 Talk about things using the past tense 

 Sequence several events chronologically  

 Talk about things that happened in the past in their own 
lives and those of other family members 

 Recognise things that are the same and different between 
the past and now 

 Say how they know that something is from the past 

 Use language related to the past (yesterday, when I was 3, 
in the olden days, long ago, about a year ago) 

 
End points KS1 
Children can 

 Describe a historical event.  

 Describe a significant person in the past. 

 Talk about something that’s happened in the local area. 

 Say how things were different or the same in the past. 

 Talk about life in a different era. 

 Ask and answer questions. 

 Use precise, topic-specific language. 

 Place people and/or events in broad periods of time.  

 Collect information from different sources (objects, 
pictures, films and age-appropriate books). 

 Compare, contrast and describe people, places and 
objects in the past. 

 Give simple reasons for events or actions using ‘because’. 

 Present their findings. 
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End points Year 4  

Children can 
 Describe some changes that happened from the Stone 

Age to the Iron Age and why they were important. 

 Explain why the Romans were important in Britain.  

 Describe the local area in the past and how it has 

changed. 

 Talk about some of the achievements of the Ancient 

Egyptians and their way of life. Describe a famous 

Egyptian 

 Place the historical periods studied in chronological order. 

  Make comparisons, contrasts and links within periods of 

time.  

 Ask questions about change and give an example of the 

consequences.  

 Give several reasons for why events happened. 

 Describe similarities and differences within the periods 

studied.  

 Combine information from more than one source. 

 Present findings in extended pieces of work.  

 Use historical and subject-specific language.  

 Describes objects in detail and make some inferences and 

deductions based on their observations.   

 Recognise that people had different feelings about events 
in the past. 
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End points Year 6 
Children can 

 Describe a famous explorer and their achievements and 

challenges. 

 Explain what it means to be a citizen of Britain.  

 Discuss whether Maya were a great civilization referring to 

some of their achievements and follies.  

 Describe some of the achievements of Ancient Greeks and 

how they influence today 

 Sequence events across periods at British, local and world 

level.  

 Compare and contrast, including across periods.  

 Identify trends and patterns and suggests reasons for these.  

 Explain the significance of people and events.  

 Select relevant sources. 

 Take into account bias and credibility of sources.  

 Empathise and recognise different points of view.  

 Interpret sources and events and use conjecture.  

 Written work is structured and detailed and includes 
technical historical terms and dates. 

 Present a balanced point of view.  
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Medium Term Plans 
History Planner 

Year group: Year 1 W/C: Autumn 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

 Grandparents (What does it mean to be me?) 
 Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources      Grandpa book 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

  Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

 To know that everyone has 
their own personal History 

 Children to develop an awareness of the past   

 Children to know that some things happened in the past 

 Children are able to talk about events from own history 
using words that show the passing of time 

 To talk about things that happened our past 
using words that show the passing of time 

Talk about events from own History using words that 
show the passing of time 
Start to develop an awareness of the past and know 
that some things happened in the past 
Can explain how they have changed since birth 
Recognise and use language relating to dates 

  Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2 

 To know the order in which 
family members were born 

 Children are able to talk about their own family members 

 Children to know the order in which family members were 
born 

 Children are able to use pictures to make a simple timeline 

 To make a simple timeline showing when 
family members were born 

Talk about events from own History using words that 
show the passing of time 
Use pictures, ,make a simple timeline showing the 
order in which family members were born 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3 

 .To know that we can find 
out about the past by 
asking questions 

 Children to ask grandparents/older relatives questions to 
find out about what life was like when they were young 

 Children to understand that personal accounts may differ 

 Children to compare and contrast different personal 
accounts 

 To ask different questions to find out about the 
lives of our grandparents/older relatives 

Start to ask questions to find out about the past, e.g. 
ask parents/grandparents what life was like when they 
were 5 years old 
Begin to understand that personal accounts may differ 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

4
  

 To know that our homes 
and our grandparents 
homes had similarities and 
differences  

 Children know what their grandparents homes were like 

 Children can compare and contrast homes in different time 
periods 

 Children can explain how change affected life 

 To compare and contrast our grandparents 
homes when they were children to our homes 
today 

Can sequence two objects 
Can describe similarities and differences in life for 
them/their grandparents/older family members-orally, 
in drawings etc 
Can explain how change affected life 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 
 To know that playground 

games have changed over 
time 

 Children can describe what playground games their 
grandparents played 

 Children can compare and contrast playground games in 
different time periods 

 Children can explain how change affected life 

 To compare and contrast the playground 
games our grandparents/older relatives played 
to the playground games we play today 

Can sequence two objects 
Can describe similarities and differences in life for 
them/their grandparents/older family members-orally, 
in drawings etc 
Can explain how change affected life 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

6 

 To know that we can ask 
deeper questions to find 
out even more about the 
past 

 Children can ask questions to find out more about the past 

 Children can make comparisons between their lives and 
those of their grandparents/older relatives 
 
 

 To ask more questions to find out about the 
lives of our grandparents/older relatives and 
compare and contrast our lives today 

 
Ask deeper questions which lead to finding out about 
changes in detail 
Can explain how change affected life 
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 Year  1  Spring 2 History  planner 

Key Question:  How have toys changed over time? 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources/Quality text 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         
Enquiry and Interpretation 

 

 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1
 

To describe the 

characteristics of 

toys. 

 children describe toys by their characteristics 

 children use appropriate vocabulary to describe their toys 

 children make suggestions for how they could find out about what toys were like in 

thepast 

To draw and describe their favourite  
Start to ask and answer questions, using 
parts of stories and other sources to 
show what they know and understand 
key features of events 

 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2
 

To know toys our 

parents and 

grandparents 

played with. 

 children know that toys in the past were different to toys today 

 children describe toys of the past 

 children discuss toys and ask questions about them 

To name and describe some toys our 
grandparents played with 
Recognise and use language relating to 
dates 
Start to develop an awareness of the 
past and know that some things 
happened in the past 
Start to ask own questions to find out 
about the past 

 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3
 

To know what toys 

were like at different 

times in the 

past. 

 children understand the term ‘decade’ 

 children order decades chronologically 

 children identify some of the toys that were popular in particular decades 

To sequence toys in chronological order 
Recognise and use language relating to 
dates 
Can sequence 2 events or objects 
Can explain orally how a change 
affected life (toys made from 
wood/metal before plastic) 
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 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

4
 

To identify toys that 

are old and toys that 

are new. 

 children recognise differences between old toys and new toys 

 children describe old and new toys using appropriate vocabulary 

 children sort old and new toys into categories 

To sort old and new toys and use words 
to describe both 
Can sequence 2 events or objects 
Recognise and use language relating to 
dates 
 
Can describe similarities and differences 
in life for them/their parents/older 
family members 
Start to ask own questions to find out 
about the past 

 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5
 

To describe how 

toys are different 

and how they are 

the same. 

 children know that some of the types of toys they play with were played with by 

children in the past too 

 children identify similarities between old and new toys 

 children identify differences between old and new toys 

To compare old and new toys 
Recognise and use language relating to 
dates 
Can describe similarities and differences 
in life for them/their parents/older 
family members 
Can talk about changes and list causes 
and consequences 
Start to ask own questions to find out 
about the past 

 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

6
 

To be able to create 

a toy museum. 
 children organise toys into categories 

 children order toys chronologically 

 children use a timeline to organise toys 

To share knowledge gained  
Recognise and use language relating to 
dates 
Identify one way we can find out about 
the past  
Can explain orally how a change 
affected life (toys made from 
wood/metal before plastic) 
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History Planner 

Year group: Year 1 Term Summer 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

NC Objectives: 

Famous Queens 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

To know what a monarch is 
and where monarchs 
live. 

 Explain what a monarch is. 

 Know the difference between a palace and a normal house. 
 Name three queens of England. 

To name famous queens and answer questions about 
them. 
Recognise and use language relating to dates, including 
days of the week, months and years 
Can describe similarities and differences in ways of life 

W
e

e
k 

2 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know about Tudor life and 
the life of Queen Elizabeth I. 

 Explain who Queen Elizabeth I was. 

 Understand who the Tudors were. 

 See the difference between Tudor times and life in the present day. 

To use sources of information to describe life during the 
Tudor period. 
Recognise and use language relating to dates, including 
days of the week, months and years 
Can describe similarities and differences in ways of life 
Show understanding of historical concepts 

W
e

e
k 

3 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know who Queen Victoria 
was. 

 Explain who Queen Victoria was. 

 Understand how Buckingham Palace was/is used. 

 Read information and answer questions based on the facts given. 

To use sources of information to describe Queen Elizabeth 

Recognise and use language relating to dates, including 
days of the week, months and years 
Can talk about changes and list cause/consequence 
Start to ask and answer questions 

W
e

e
k 

4
  

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know about life in the 
Victorian period. 

 Explain what the Victorian period was. 

 Recognise changes that occur in history. 

 Explain some of the changes that occurred while Victoria ruled. 

To use sources of information to describe changes in the 
Victorian period. 

Recognise and use language relating to dates, including 
days of the week, months and years 
Can describe similarities and differences in ways of life 
Can talk about changes and list cause/consequence 
Start to ask and answer questions 
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W
e

e
k 

5 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know about the life of Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

 Explain who Queen Elizabeth II is and learn about the royal family. 

 Know what a jubilee is and why it is celebrated. 

 Explain how events were celebrated in the past. 

To create a Jubilee postcard describing how the Jubilee was 
celebrated. 

Recognise and use language relating to dates, including 
days of the week, months and years 
Can describe similarities and differences in ways of life 
Can talk about changes and list cause/consequence 
Start to ask and answer questions 
 

 

W
e

e
k 

6 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Compare three major 
timeperiods. 

 Explain what life was like in different time periods. 

 Notice similarities and differences between time periods. 
 Understand that things change over time. 

To Identify and sort three major time periods in chronological 
order. 

Can put a few significant events, people, places in 
order on a timelime 
Can describe similarities and differences in ways of life 
Can talk about changes and list cause/consequence 
Start to ask and answer questions 

 
 

 

W
e

e
k 

7 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Compare the three significant 
queens. 
 
 

 Recall facts about the queens of England. 

 Describe what is similar and different about the three queens. 

 Use knowledge gained  to create a written piece of work. 

To describe three significant queens and say what they have in 
common. 

Write about significant people 
Can explain, use and understand the term 
‘significance’ 
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History  Planner 

Year group: Year 2 W/C: Autumn 1 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

The Great Fire of London 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge  Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

To know where and when the 

Great Fire of London started. 
 Children say where the Great Fire took place. 

 Children say when it took place. 

 Children explain how London was different in the 17th century. 

To compare old London and modern London 
Understand importance of events and why dates are 
remembered 
Use Historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences between ways of 
life in different periods 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2 

To know about the sequence 

of events of the Great Fire of 

London. 

 Children should learn how the Great Fire started. 

 Children should learn about how much of London was destroyed 

by the fire. – look at before/after pictures and compare. 

 Children should learn about how the fire ended. 

To sequence the events of The Great Fire Of London 
Record the sequence of events in words/pictures 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as they want to find 
out more about an event 
Know the story of events can be explored through 
pictures 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3 

To know why the fire spread 

so quickly and stayed 

alight for so long. 

 Children explain some of the reasons why the fire spread so 

quickly – construction, design, materials. 

 Children explain why the fire went on for so long – flammable 

materials, storage units etc. 

 Why were firefighting techniques inadequate? Children describe 

how the fire was eventually stopped, and what measures were 

taken to ensure another such fire couldn’t happen again.   

To suggest ways the fire could have could been 
avoided/slowed down. 
Can begin to identify cause and effect 
Use drama/role play to show events  
Give more than one cause of an event and reasons 
why people acted as they did 
Make own judgements ‘Who was to blame?’ 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
W

e
e

k 
4

  

To know out first-hand 

accounts through Samuel 

Pepys and his diary. 

 Describe how we know about the Great Fire of London, and what 

sources of information we have to draw upon. 

 Children should know what an eyewitness is. 

 Children should consider which sources pf information they think 

are most useful. 

To recognise different sources of evidence and 
information and describe what we can find out from 
them 
Know the story of events can be explored through 
first hand accounts 
Begin to understand methods of historical enquiry 
 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 

Recap and reflect on what we 

have found out about the 

Great Fire of London. 

 Can children recall how and when the Great Fire started? 

 Can children describe why the fire was so destructive? 

 Can children present information about the Great Fire in a variety 

of ways eg. Poster, diary entry, newspaper report. 

To present information about  The Great Fire Of 
London in their chosen format. 
Using historical terms and vocabulary  write  a report 
on a sequence of events and draw conclusions using 
the discovered information 
Can begin to identify cause and effect 
Choose and use parts of stories and other sources to 
show they understand key features of events 
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 History Planner 

Year group: Year 2 W/C: Autumn 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

What does It Mean To Belong To My School?      (What was my school like?)  

Trips/Visit/Hook: 
Archive materials       Grandparent who attended Aspinal Primary. 

Resources Victorian Life: Schools 

                  You wouldn’t want to be a Victorian school child 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Know that life was different for 

schoolchildren in the past. 

Know that resources and routines 

in school were different in the past. 

 Work with a partner to sequence images of school life in chronological order 
 Match dates to pictures. 
 Use photographs and artefacts to raise and answer questions about the past. 

 

To sequence images of school life in chronological order 
Add notes/pictures on timeline to show what life was like at 
different times 
Understand importance of events and why dates are remembered 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as they want to find out more 
Know that story of events can be explored through pictures and 
first hand events 

Kn Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2 

Know the difference between 

recent and a long time ago. 

Know what clues to look for when 

thinking historically – buildings, 

clothing, hairstyles etc 

 With your group, create a timeline using class photos from the past. 
 Evaluate and modify timelines through discussion and feedback. 

 Compare two photographs and write comparative sentences – identifying 

similarities and differences. 
 

To create a time line of the history of our school and make 
comparisons between past and present school life 
Add notes/pictures on timeline to show what life was like at 
different times 
Can write about real events and the experiences of others 
Record the sequence of events in pictures/words 
Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods 
Know that story of events can be explored through pictures and 
first hand events 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3 

Know what is meant by the term 

‘Victorian period’. 

Know that historical information 

can be gathered in different ways – 

objects, photographs and diaries. 

 Identify similarities and differences between a Victorian classroom and present 
day. 

 Sort photographs with a partner into past and present. 
 Revise and edit a contemporary diary entry for a child at school to read like a 

Victorian diary entry. 

To compare and contrast a Victorian and present day classroom 
and describe a typical Victorian school day 
 
Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods 
Give reasons why people acted as they did 
Know that story of events can be explored through pictures and 
first hand events 

 

 



 
History at Aspinal 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
W

e
e

k 
4

  

Know that rules and regulations 

have changed over time. 

Know that the way information is 

recorded and stored has changed 

over time. 

 Look at examples from the school punishment records – discuss whether they 
were fair. 

 Compare entries in the book with a contemporary punishments and records – 
how does school record incidents nowadays and what are the consequences? 

 Take part in a class debate about punishment in a Victorian School. 
 Make a class poster showing Victorian school rules 

 

To compare and contrast punishment in Victorian schools and 
present day schools and to make own judgements about both 
systems. 
Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different periods 
Can begin to identify cause and effect 
Give reasons why people acted as they did 
Make own judgements 
Know that story of events can be explored through pictures and 
first hand events 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 

Know that historical information 

can be gathered from a variety of 

sources including first-hand 

accounts.  Know what is meant by 

the word ‘eyewitness’ 

 Share the Victorian Child’s Storybook – Scrapbook of a Victorian Child. 
 Sift information with a partner collecting relevant information for a fact file. 
 Create a fact file on Arthur Smith. 

To collect information and create a fact file on Arthur Smith 
Can write about real events and the experiences of others 
Know the story of events can be explored through pictures, 
artefacts and first hand events 
Begin to understand methods of historical enquiry 
Make selective choices of information to find evidence 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

6 

Recap on knowledge learned 

throughout the unit. 

 

End of Unit Quiz 

 Respond the question “Would you rather be a pupil at Oasis Academy Aspinal 
now or at Aspinal Primary School in 1901?    

 Give reasons for your answer. 

To review prior learning and make judgements about Victorian 
and present day schools 
Make own judgements 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as they want to find out more 
Make selective choices of information to find evidence 
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Year  2 Spring 2 History Planner 

 Communication then and now                                                                      Key Question:  How has communication changed over time? 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources/Quality text 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         
Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 

 Knowledge   Lesson Overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1
 

To know about early 
writing systems. 

 Children name a variety of forms of communication 

 Children know that forms of communication have developed over time 

 children know that early writing systems used symbols instead of letters 

To create own symbols to represent words 
Know where people/events fit in within a 
chronological timeline 
Use historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods 

  Lesson Overview  

W
e

e
k 

2
 

To know who William 
Caxton was and what 
he 
introduced to Britain. 

 Children know that William Claxton brought the first printing press to Britain 

 Children understand what a printing press is and how it works 

 Children describe some of the ways in which the printing press changed people’s 
lives 

To retrieve information from texts  
Use historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as they 
want to find out about the past 

  Lesson Overview  

W
e

e
k 

3
 

To know about the 
invention of 
telegraphs and Morse 
code. 

 Children know what a telegraph is 

 Children understand how Morse code was used to send messages 

 Children know that telegrams are now obsolete 

To use the Morse code to crack codes to 
reveal words 
Use historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as they 
want to find out about the past 

  Lesson Overview  

W
e

e
k 

4
 

To know who 
Alexander Graham 
Bell was and 
what he invented. 

 Children know who Alexander Graham Bell was 

 Children describe what the first telephones were like 

 Children describe some of the ways in which telephones have developed 

To use sources of evidence (diary 
entry) to answer questions 
Use historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different 
periods 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as 
they want to find out about the past 
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  Lesson Overview  

W
e

e
k 

5
 

To know about Tim 
Berners-Lee and what 
he invented. 

 Children know who Tim Berners-Lee is and what he invented 

 Children understand ways in which the internet has changed how people access 

 information 

 Children understand ways in which the internet has changed how people 
communicate 

To use sources of evidence (internet) 
to find out about the history of 
telephones 
Use historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences  
between ways of life in different 
periods 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as 
they want to find out about the past 

  Lesson Overview  

W
e

e
k 

6
 

To know similarities 
and differences 
between William 
Caxton and Tim 
Berners-Lee. 

 Children remember key facts about William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee 

 Children identify similarities between the lives of Caxton and Berners-Lee 

 Children identify ways in which life has changed since the fifteenth century 

To compare the lives of William Caxton 
and Tim Berners-Lee 
Use historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different 
periods 
Begin to ask perceptive questions as 
they want to find out about the past 

  Lesson Overview  

W
e

e
k 

7
 

To summarise the 
history of 
communication. 

 Children understand that people have communicated in different ways in the past 

 Children describe some of the key developments in the history of communication 

 Children describe some of the significant people involved in the development of 
modern communication 

To create a timeline showing the 
History of communication 
Can put several objects in order on a 
simple timeline 
Use historical terms and vocabulary 
Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different 
periods 
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History  Planner 

Year group: Year 3 W/C: Autumn 1 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

Stone Age to Iron Age 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Know about the definition and time 
scale of human prehistory. 

 Children find out what the term ‘prehistory’ means. 

 Children know the names of the three periods of prehistory 
– Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. 

 Children find out how we can learn about the prehistoric 
past without any written records. 

To identify ways archaeologists find out about the past. 
 
Understand that the past is divided into different named 
periods of time 
Frame historically valid questions about change, cause 
similarity and difference 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2 

Know about early humans and the 
Palaeolithic period. 

 Children find out how and when people first came to 
Britain. 

 Children learn about the kind of animals early humans 
encountered. 

 Children know where early humans lived. 

To make careful observations of photographs to find out about 
life in the Stone Age 
Make careful observations of artefacts 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, resolve and 
process of change 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3 

Know about people who lived in the 
Mesolithic period. 

 Children find out what happened to Britain’s coastline when 
the ice sheets of the last Ice Age retreated. 

 Children learn about Doggerland and Starr Carr. 

 Children learn what Mesolithic life was like. 

To use sources of evidence (books, internet) to find out about Star 
Carr 
Make careful observations of artefacts 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, resolve and 
process of change 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

4
  

Know how people lived in the 
Neolithic period. 

 Children learn about where and when agriculture was 
developed. 

 Children learn about how people in Britain started farming. 

 Children learn about Stonehenge and how the landscape 
was developed. 

To retrieve and record information about Stonehenge 
Construct informed reports with thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, resolve and 
process of change 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 
Know how people lived in the 
Bronze Age. 

 Children learn how bronze was made. 

 Children learn about know how people were buried in the 

 Bronze Age. 

 Children find out what happened to the climate at the end 
of the Bronze Age. 

To recognise the significance of swords in the Bronze Age and 
describe how they are made 
Ask perceptive questions and suggest how artefacts were made or 
used and what life at the time was like 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, resolve and 
process of change 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about how people lived in the 
Iron Age 

 Children learn how iron is made. 

 Children learn about Iron Age houses and what they were 
like. 

 Children find out what happened at the end of the Iron Age. 

To use written accounts from Roman and Greek travellers to 
answer questions about life in Iron Age Britain. 
 
Ask perceptive questions and suggest how artefacts were made or 
used and what life at the time was like 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, resolve and 
process of change 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Recap and summarise the 
prehistory of Britain. 
 
End of Unit Quiz 

 Do children know what the three ages of prehistory are? 

 Do children know how long British prehistory is? 

 Can children explain how life changed in Britain during 
prehistory? 

To make a timeline of Prehistoric Britain and to describe life 
during the Stone, Iron and Bronze Ages 
Produce a timeline of the period being studied 
Ask perceptive questions and suggest how artefacts were made or 
used and what life at the time was like 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
History at Aspinal 

History Planner 

Year group: Year 3 W/C: Autumn 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

What was Gorton Like?  (in Victorian times) 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e
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1 

Recap on prior learning and 
find out more about the life of 
Queen Victoria.  Look at some 
images of Gorton In Victorian 
times. 
 

 Children explain who Queen Victoria was and why she was important. 

 Children describe some of the main events in the life of Queen Victoria. 

 Children describe what Queen Victoria was like as a person. 

 Know how Gorton and Reddish got their names. 

To describe the main events of Queen Victoria’s life 
and describe life in Victorian Gorton 
Can understand that the past is divided into different 
named periods. 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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2 

To find out what the Industrial 
Revolution was and how it 
affected Britain - and 
Manchester in particular. 

 Children explain what happened in the Industrial Revolution. 

 Children give examples of how the Industrial Revolution affected the 
population of Britain, and the movement of people to the cities. 

 Children consider the positive and negative effects of the Industrial 
Revolution. 

To describe what happened in the Industrial 
Revolution and to give positive and negative effects of 
it 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, 
inventiveness, and human resolve to overcome 
difficulties of life at the time 
Frame historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference to understand complexity of 
people’s lives and the process of change 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know out about important 
inventions of the Victorian era 
and their impact on history. 
 

 Children learn about some key inventions of the Victorian era. 

 Children name some key inventors of the Victorian era. 

 Children evaluate the historical importance of some of the inventions of the 
Victorian period including light bulbs, flushing toilets, cameras, cars and 
telephones. 

To understand and evaluate the importance of some of 
the Victorian inventions 
Retrieve and record information from non-fiction to 
answer own increasingly perceptive questions 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, 
inventiveness, and human resolve to overcome 
difficulties of life at the time 
Frame historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference to understand complexity of 
people’s lives and the process of change 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know out about health, 
disease and medicine in 
Victorian Britain. 
Know that deaths are recorded 
centrally and are a valuable 
source of information. 
 

 Children learn about what medical care had been like before the Victorian 
era. 

 Children describe some of the ways in which medical care was improved 
during the Victorian era.  Look at Manchester institutions eg the Deaf Institute 
1874, Manchester Royal Eye Hospital 1884/1886.  Find out why Swan Street 
hospital was attacked in 1832.  Look at local records regarding 
cholera/typhoid etc. 

 Children learn about key individuals who made improvements in medical care 
during the Victorian era. 

To describe Victorian medical care and recognise 
key individuals who made improvements to 
medical care during the Victorian era      
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, 
inventiveness, and human resolve to overcome 
difficulties of life at the time 
Frame historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference to understand complexity of 
people’s lives and the process of change 
 

 
 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Find out what the Victorians 
did during their leisure 
time. 
  

 Do children know why there was an increase in the leisure time available to 
people from the mid-1800s? 

 Can children give examples of the kinds of leisure activities enjoyed during 
the Victorian era? 

 Can children suggest reasons why leisure pursuits are different today? 
 

To compare Victorian and present day leisure 
pursuits  
Recognise that change occurred due to intelligence, 
inventiveness, and human resolve to overcome 
difficulties of life at the time 
Frame historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference to understand complexity of 
people’s lives and the process of change 
 

 
 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Find out about Belle Vue over 
the years 1826 – 1980 and its 
significance to the leisure 
industry in local area – circus 
and funfair. 
 
Find out about Maharajah – 
the Elephant who walked to 
Manchester. 
 

Make a time line of key events in the life of Belle Vue from opening to closure. 
Look at the painting that hangs in Manchester City Art Gallery by Hayward Hardy – A 
Disputed Toll  

https://www.futilitycloset.com/2017/05/10/elephant-walked-manchester/ 
and more photographs at  
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanchesterhistory.net%2Fbellevue%2Fanimals.html&psig
=AOvVaw20Kemqft4zPdCMup94zvxl&ust=1594457505677000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwiyw5Obp8Lq
AhUFEhoKHYf5DWEQr4kDegUIARChAQ 

Debate whether it is fair to use animals for entertainment.  Would a circus like this 
exist nowadays?  Why not? 
 

To make a timeline of key events in the life of 
Belle Vue and to debate on using animals for 
entertainment 
Complete a timeline of the period being studied 
Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
to answer own increasingly perceptive questions 
Make careful observations of artefacts or 
photographs to find out about the past 

 

 

https://www.futilitycloset.com/2017/05/10/elephant-walked-manchester/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanchesterhistory.net%2Fbellevue%2Fanimals.html&psig=AOvVaw20Kemqft4zPdCMup94zvxl&ust=1594457505677000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwiyw5Obp8LqAhUFEhoKHYf5DWEQr4kDegUIARChAQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanchesterhistory.net%2Fbellevue%2Fanimals.html&psig=AOvVaw20Kemqft4zPdCMup94zvxl&ust=1594457505677000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwiyw5Obp8LqAhUFEhoKHYf5DWEQr4kDegUIARChAQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanchesterhistory.net%2Fbellevue%2Fanimals.html&psig=AOvVaw20Kemqft4zPdCMup94zvxl&ust=1594457505677000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwiyw5Obp8LqAhUFEhoKHYf5DWEQr4kDegUIARChAQ


 
History at Aspinal 

History Planner 

Year group: Year 3 W/C: Spring  1 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

What Was Life Like In Ancient Egypt 
Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Know how society in ancient 
Egypt was 
organised 

 Children learn that different groups of people had different rights 
and roles in ancient Egyptian society. 

 Children describe who had most and least power in ancient 
Egyptian society. 

 Children identify and describe the different groups of society in 
ancient Egypt. 

To identify and describe the different groups of society in Ancient 
Egypt 
Place the start and end of a period on a timeline with the periods 
studied 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information, using term such as 
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’ and ‘democracy’  
Describe the significance of the period and ideas from the period 
which still exist today 
Explain what life what like for different groups of society, their 
diversity and the relationships between them 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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2 

Know who the pharaohs were 
and why they were important. 

 Children explain what a pharaoh is. 

 Children describe what the life of a pharaoh was like. 

 Children identify some of the most famous ancient Egyptian 
pharaohs and explain why they are remembered. 

To identify famous Egyptian pharaohs and explain why they are 
remembered 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information, using term such as 
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’ and ‘democracy’  
Describe the significance of the period and ideas from the period 
which still exist today 
Can make a few connections and contrasts, e.g. change, similarity, 
difference and significance 
Explain what life what like for different groups of society, their 
diversity and the relationships between them 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about ancient Egyptian 
gods and goddesses. 

 Children learn that the ancient Egyptians worshipped lots of 
different gods and goddesses. 

 Children name some ancient Egyptians gods and goddesses. 

 Children express their knowledge of ancient Egyptian gods and 
goddesses in a variety of ways. 

To identify different Egyptian Gods and Goddesses and share 
their knowledge in a variety of ways 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information, using term such as 
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’ and ‘democracy’  
Describe the significance of the period and ideas from the period 
which still exist today 
Can make a few connections and contrasts, e.g. change, similarity, 
difference and significance 
Explain what life what like for different groups of society, their 
diversity and the relationships between them 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about the pyramids of 
ancient Egypt – why and how 
they were built. 

 Children describe some of the ancient Egyptian beliefs in life after 
death. 

 Children know that the pyramids of Egypt were the tombs of the 
pharaohs. 

 Children suggest ways in which we can learn about ancient Egypt 
from the pyramids that have survived, and their artefacts. 

To understand and describe some of the Ancient Egyptian 
beliefs in life after death and understand how we can learn 
about the past from artefacts 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information, using term such as 
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’ and ‘democracy’  
Describe the significance of the period and ideas from the period 
which still exist today 
Can make a few connections and contrasts, e.g. change, similarity, 
difference and significance 
Using a range of sources, explore the significance of the growth of 
the empire and influence on life today 

 
 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about the inventions 
and achievements of the 
ancient Egyptians – what is 
their legacy? 

 Children describe some of the inventions of the ancient Egyptians. 

 Children evaluate some of the biggest achievements of the ancient 
Egyptian civilisation. 

 Children suggest how the inventions and achievements of the 
ancient Egyptians impact our lives today. 

To describe some of the inventions of Ancient Egypt and 
understand how they impact on our lives today 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information, using term such as 
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’ and ‘democracy’  
Describe the significance of the period and ideas from the period 
which still exist today 
Select and justify why a particular achievement from the period was 
the greatest influence on the Western World 

Devise historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity , difference and significance 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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End of Unit Quiz 
 
Reflection and evaluation of what we have learned about the Egyptians.. 
 
 

To demonstrate the knowledge and skills they have learned 
throughout the unit in a quiz. 
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  History Planner 

Year group: Year 4 W/C: Autumn 1 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

The Romans 
Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e
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1 

Know the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’ 
and to place the Romans on a 
timeline. 

 Children learn about the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’. 

 Children find out reasons why people have invaded and 
settled in Britain in the past. 

 Children place the Romans on a timeline. 

To describe the terms ‘invasion’ and ‘settlement’. 
To use and interpret time lines. 
Use and interpret timelines 
Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 
Ask perceptive questions and think critically 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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2 

Know why and how the Romans 
successfully invaded Britain. 

 Children give some reasons why the Romans invaded 
Britain? Eg to expand their empire 

 Children describe what the Roman army was like –  
large/organised 

 Children try to imagine what life was like for Roman 
soldiers. 

To understand and describe how the Romans invaded Britain. 
 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in writing 
Ask perceptive questions and think critically 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know who was in Britain when the 
Romans invaded and learn about 
their way of life. 

 Children learn about when the Celts lived in Britain. 

 Children use a range of sources to find out about Celtic 
daily life. 

 Children describe in their own words what Celtic daily life 
was like. 

To retrieve information to answer questions about the Celts. 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in writing 
Ask perceptive questions and think critically 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know who Boudica was, and 
explore what people thought of her 
from different points of view ie Celts 
and Romans. 

 Children use a range of resources to find out who Boudica 
was and what she did. 

 Children learn that history can be represented in different 
ways, by different people, depending on their viewpoint. 

 Children select their own way of representing what they 
know about Boudica. 

To understand and explain how the past can be represented or 
interpreted in different ways. 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in writing 
Describe how the past can be interpreted or interpreted in a few 
different ways 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a 
range of sources 
Understand the methods of Historical enquiry  

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about the outcome of 
Boudica’s revolt. 

 Children explain the sequence of events leading to 
Boudica’s revolt using diary entries or pictures and 
captions. 

 Children learn about why Boudica’s revolt failed. 
 Children explain their own point of view and give reasons 

to justify their opinion. 

To understand and describe the outcome of Boudica’s revolt. 
 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in writing 
Ask perceptive questions and think critically 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about how life in Britain 
changed under Roman rule. 

 Children use picture prompts in groups to discuss and 
explain some aspects of Roman life 

 Children generate their own questions for their partner to 
answer. 

 Children select record and present the information they 
have found. 

To retrieve information to answer questions about life in Roman 
Britain. 
 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in writing 
Describe how the past can be interpreted or interpreted in a few 
different ways 
Ask perceptive questions and think critically 
 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

7 

Know how the Romans have 
influenced our lives 
today 

 Children learn about some of the things the Romans 
invented or introduced to Britain. 

 Children identify aspects of our own lives that are affected 
by the Roman rule in Britain. 

 Children suggest what life would have been like in Britain if 
the Romans had never arrived. 

To describe the significance of Roman Britain on our lives today. 
 
Ask perceptive questions and, think critically 
Record increasing knowledge about the effect of this group on 
Britain 
Ask perceptive questions and, think critically 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
History at Aspinal 

History  Planner 

Year group: Year 4 W/C: Autumn 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

What Does It Mean To Be A Citizen Of Manchester?      Innovation and Reform    
Trips/Visit/Hook: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PszMmYpQjPo        

This is the Place – Poem about Manchester by Tony Walsh 

Resources:  

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e
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1 

Know that steam power 
revolutionised production – 
including the growth of the 
cotton industry. 
 

How did James Watt change history? James Watt invented the steam engine that contributed substantially to 
the growth of the cotton industry in 1777 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Watt   video 

 Why was Manchester called Cottonopolis?  Use maps of the city over time to show the growth in 
population during the late 1700’s and early 1800’s.  Growth of impoverished textile workers, beginnings 
of social unrest. 

 Why did Samuel Greg build Quarry Bank Mill in Styal in 1783? 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quarry-bank/features/samuel-greg-of-quarry-bank 

 What was life like for the people who worked there? 

https://quarrybankmill.wordpress.com/2013/07/29/apprentice-life-at-quarry-bank/ 

To understand the significance of 
Manchester in the cotton industry and 
describe the working conditions of those 
working in the cotton mills 
Understand how empires grow over time 
Use and interpret online maps and timelines 
Show a developing historical perspective 
through understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and 
international  history; between cultural, 
economic military, political, religious and 
social contexts 
Explain change, cause, impact and 
significance in writing 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know that poor working 
conditions and poverty 
caused civil unrest. 

What happened at St Peters Field in August 1819? 

https://www.visitmanchester.com/ideas-and-inspiration/peterloo 

 Create a short time line pf events leading up to the demonstration including 1812 Food Riot at 
Manchester Exchange, machine breaking by Luddites, 1815 Corn Laws pushing up price of bread, 1818 
the Manchester Observer is founded, 1818 march of the Blanketeers ………(rising discontent) 

 Listen to first-hand accounts of what happened on the day from different participants. 

 Think about how history can be recorded? Look at drawings and artwork from the day – listen to poetry 
and songs.   eg. excerpts from The Masque of Anarchy by Percy Bysshe Shelley 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Peterloo-Massacre/ 

To create a short timeline of events 
leading up to the Peterloo 
demonstration and to use first -hand 
accounts, drawings and pictures to find 
out about the past 
Use and interpret online maps and timelines 
Explain change, cause, impact and 
significance in writing 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PszMmYpQjPo
https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Watt
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quarry-bank/features/samuel-greg-of-quarry-bank
https://quarrybankmill.wordpress.com/2013/07/29/apprentice-life-at-quarry-bank/
https://www.visitmanchester.com/ideas-and-inspiration/peterloo
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Peterloo-Massacre/
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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3 
Know that migration to the 
cities created issues with 
urban housing. 
 
Know that poor sanitation 
lead to illness and high 
mortaity rates. 

Who was Friedrich Engels?                                      He wrote The Condition of the Working Class in England 1844 

https://www.manchestersfinest.com/articles/building-secrets-manchesters-forgotten-
slums/#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20notorious,slum%20of%20the%20Industrial% 

 Why was Engels shocked when he came to Manchester to help his father manage his cotton factory?  
Why did he describe Angel Meadow as “Hell on Earth?”   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/manchester/hi/people_and_places/history/newsid_823
3000/8233388.stm 

 Use  a contemporary map to identify slum districts in Manchester - Little Ireland, Little Italy, Gibraltar 

etc     https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/forgotten-maps-of-manchester-
slums/ 

 Use census records to find out about employment and mortality in the area.  See link  
 How did religious organisations try to help the urban poor?  Charter Street Ragged School, YMCA, 

Methodist Mens Hostel. 

To use artefacts (census records) to  find 
out about employment and mortality in 
Manchester and to describe and 
religious organisations tried to help the 
urban poor 
Show a developing historical perspective 
through understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and 
international  history; between cultural, 
economic military, political, religious and 
social contexts 
Ask perceptive questions, think critically, 
weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop 
perspective and judgement 
Explain change, cause, impact and 
significance in writing 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
 

 Knowledge 
 

Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

https://www.manchestersfinest.com/articles/building-secrets-manchesters-forgotten-slums/#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20notorious,slum%20of%20the%20Industrial%
https://www.manchestersfinest.com/articles/building-secrets-manchesters-forgotten-slums/#:~:text=One%20of%20the%20most%20notorious,slum%20of%20the%20Industrial%
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/manchester/hi/people_and_places/history/newsid_8233000/8233388.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/manchester/hi/people_and_places/history/newsid_8233000/8233388.stm
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/forgotten-maps-of-manchester-slums/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/news/forgotten-maps-of-manchester-slums/
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Know that global production 
and wealth was built on the 
back of the slave trade. 
 
 
Know that the slave trade 
benfitted  traders, and city 
markets flourished at great 
cost to the African 
population. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Know that abolitionists fought 
to end the slave trade. 
 
Know about the cultural 
legacy of life on the 
plantations – blues music and 
stories. 

What role did Manchester play in the slave trade and the call for its abolition? 
https://ilovemanchester.com/the-story-of-manchester-in-101-objects-16-the-campaign-to-
abolish-slavery-1/      info 
.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUfJCh7Rd_Q   Introduction of Slavery for children 
Lesson 1:  The Slave trade – Journey from West Africa.   Twinkl Powerpoint 
David Olosunga introduces the link between slavery and cotton industry    
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04hjyhj 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRlfMhP_CMI   Many Rivers to Cross – the cotton 
Economy and Slavery 

 What can you find out by looking at the ‘For Sale’ adverts in the newspaper? 
(comprehension activity). 

 Learn about the lives of Nat Turner and Harriet Tubman – write a fact file. 
 
Lesson 2:  The Movement towards the Abolition of the Slave Trade  

 Why did the cotton workers in Manchester go on strike in 1862?. 

 Why did Abraham Lincoln write a letter of thanks to the cotton workers of 
Manchester?    Read Lincolns debt to Manchester. 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Lancashire-Cotton-Famine/ …   On 

31st December 1862, cotton workers met in Manchester and concluded to support those against 
slavery, despite their own impoverishment. – famine ensued 

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/how-manchester-fought-profited-
slavery-18401310 
https://www.theguardian.com/theguardian/from-the-archive-blog/2013/feb/04/lincoln-
oscars-manchester-cotton-abraham     

 Look at sales and compensation records following the abolition of slavery to find out 
who owned a slave and what work they did 

 Learn about the importance of songs and stories to keep up morale in slave 
communities 

 
 
"When I walk through the streets of Manchester and meet load after load of cotton, I think of those 
80,000 cotton plantations on which was grown the $125m worth of cotton which supply your market, 
and I remember that not one cent of that money ever reached the hands of the labourers."  Sarah 
Parker Remon. 
 
 
 

To understand the role Manchester 
played in the slave trade and the call for 
its abolition and to find out about the 
lives of slaves and present information in 
the form of a fact-file 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To understand why and how 
abolitionists fought to end slavery 
and to understand and describe the 
cultural legacy of life on the plantations  
Explain change, cause, impact and 
significance in writing 
Show a developing historical perspective 
through understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and 
international  history; between cultural, 
economic military, political, religious and 
social contexts 
Ask perceptive questions, think critically, 
weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop 
perspective and judgement 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
Understand the methods of Historical 
enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims and 
discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the 
past have been constructed 

https://ilovemanchester.com/the-story-of-manchester-in-101-objects-16-the-campaign-to-abolish-slavery-1/
https://ilovemanchester.com/the-story-of-manchester-in-101-objects-16-the-campaign-to-abolish-slavery-1/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUfJCh7Rd_Q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04hjyhj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRlfMhP_CMI
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Lancashire-Cotton-Famine/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinManchester/
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/how-manchester-fought-profited-slavery-18401310
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/how-manchester-fought-profited-slavery-18401310
https://www.theguardian.com/theguardian/from-the-archive-blog/2013/feb/04/lincoln-oscars-manchester-cotton-abraham
https://www.theguardian.com/theguardian/from-the-archive-blog/2013/feb/04/lincoln-oscars-manchester-cotton-abraham
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Know that before 1918, women 
were not allowed to vote so their 
views were not reflected in 
parliament. 
 
Know what the term ‘universal  
suffrage’ means. 
 
Know about the life and work of 
Emmeline Pankhurst and the 
Women’s Social & Political Union 
in Manchester 
 
 
 
 
 

 Children find out about the role of women in industry, and during the First World War. 

 Children learn how the Suffragettes gained notoriety through creating disturbances – “Deeds 
Not Words”.  Look at newspaper reports showing acts of protest and dissent eg Emily 
Davison invading the  racecourse, chaining themselves to railings,  hunger strikes etc   

 Learn how other groups also worked tirelessly yet lawfully for women’s vote – debate which 
actions were most effective.   

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd8fv9q/articles/zh7kdxs   info, slides, quiz 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/z7pwvk7  includes video transcript 
 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-11444-emmeline-pankhurst-and-emily-davison-
teaching-pack     teaching resources. 

To use artefacts to find out about the 
role of women in industry and during 
the war  and to understand and describe 
the life and work of Emmeline Pankhurst 
and the Suffragettes 
Explain change, cause, impact and 
significance in writing 
Show a developing historical perspective 
through understanding the connections 
between local, regional, national and 
international  history; between cultural, 
economic military, political, religious and 
social contexts 
Ask perceptive questions, think critically, 
weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop 
perspective and judgement 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd8fv9q/articles/zh7kdxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/z7pwvk7
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-11444-emmeline-pankhurst-and-emily-davison-teaching-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-11444-emmeline-pankhurst-and-emily-davison-teaching-pack


 
History at Aspinal 

Year 4 Spring 2  History Planner 

  Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources/Quality text 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         

Enquiry and Interpretation 

 

 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1
 

To know that the 

archaeological evidence at 

Sutton Hoo can be used 

ask and answer questions. 

 Children understand what an archaeologist does and why they excavate 

certain sites 

 Children study objects and answer questions about them 

  Children make suggestions about what the objects discovered at Sutton 

Hoo tell us about the person buried there 

To use photographic evidence to make 
suggestions about what objects at Sutton Hoo 
tell us about the people buried there 
Record increasing knowledge about the effect of 
this group on Britain 

                                                                Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2
 

To know who the Anglo-

Saxons were and where 

they came from. 

 Children explain the difference between invasion and settlement 

 Children place the Anglo-Saxons on a timeline 

 Children identify on a map where the Anglo- Saxons came from 

To understand  and explain the difference 
between invading and settling 
Note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time 
Use and interpret maps and timelines 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in 
writing 

  Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3
 

To know who the Picts and 

Scots were and where 

they lived. 

 Children know who the Scots were and where they lived 

 Children know who the Picts were and where they lived 

 Children understand that there were tensions between the Scots, Picts and 

Anglo-Saxons 

To retrieve information about Picts and Scots 
from texts 
Record increasing knowledge about the effect of 
this group on Britain 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in 
writing 
Compare the areas of different empires and 
draw conclusions about the comparative power 
and influence 
Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
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  Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

4
 

To know that we can use 

historical sources to find 

out 

about Anglo-Saxon life. 

 Children generate questions relating to everyday life in Anglo-Saxon times 

 Children use a variety of historical sources to find out about everyday life 

 Children compare the lives of rich and poor Anglo-Saxons 

To use sources of information to answer 
questions about Anglo-Saxon life 
Record increasing knowledge about the effect of 
this group on Britain 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in 
writing 
Understand the methods of historical enquiry, 
including how evidence is used rigorously to 
make historical claims 
Ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments and develop 
perspective and judgement 
 

  Lesson overview                                   Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5
 

To explore Anglo-Saxon 

culture including art, 

music, 

legends and poetry. 

 Children describe the pastimes of different type of people in Anglo-Saxon 

Britain 

 Children infer what life was like in Anglo- Saxon Britain from the story of 

Beowulf 

 Children understand why they told stories like Beowulf 

To understand why the Anglo-Saxons told stories 
like Beowulf and to retell the story of Beowulf 
Record increasing knowledge about the effect of 
this group on Britain 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in 
writing 
Show a developing historical perspective through 
understanding connections between local, 
regional, national and international history; 
between cultural and economic , military, 
political, religious and social contexts  
 

  Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

6
 

 To know that some 

people in Britain were 

Christians before the 

Anglo-Saxons 

invaded 

 

 Children know that some people in Britain were Christians before the Anglo-

Saxons invaded 

 Children know that Anglo-Saxons were pagans when they came to Britain 

 Children describe some of the factors that helped convert Britain to 

Christianity 

 To explore the spread of Christianity in Britain 
Record increasing knowledge about the effect of 
this group on Britain 
Note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time. 
Explain change, cause, impact and significance in 
writing 
Show a developing historical perspective through 
understanding connections between local, 
regional, national and international history; 
between cultural and economic , military, 
political, religious and social contexts  
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  Lesson overview                                    Skills 

W
e

e
k 

7
 

To know that we can use 

what has been discovered 

at Sutton Hoo to 

draw conclusions about 

who was buried there. 

 Children explain the evidence for their decisions about who the person at 

Sutton Hoo was 

 Children make a judgement about which evidence is most helpful 

 Children understand that other people have different interpretations 

To use evidence to make judgements 
and draw conclusions and understand 
that others have different 
interpretations 
Understand how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of 
sources 
Understand the methods of historical  
enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims 
Ask perceptive questions, think 
critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments and develop perspective and 
judgement 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
History at Aspinal 

 History  Planner 

Year group: Year 5 W/C: Autumn 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

Anglo-Saxons vs Vikings 
Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Know what Britain was like 

before the first Viking 

invasions 

Who lived in Britain after the Romans left? Learn about how the Angles, Saxons, 

Frisians and Jutes came to Britain and how this affected the Britons who were 

already living there.  Constant battles for power.  Learn about the 7 kingdoms that 

were created by the year 600. 

 Children learn how the Anglo-Saxons came to Britain. 

 Children learn why this period is often referred to as ‘the Dark Ages’. 

 Children give an overview of what life was like in the 8th century before the 

Viking invasions. 

To describe what life was like in the 8th century 
before the Viking invasions 
Recognise the subsequent consequence of significant 
events on settlement and life in Britain 
Understand how Britain has been influenced by the 
wider world 
Understand the cause and consequence of events 
Make connections, draw connections and analyse 
trends 
 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2 

Know out about the Viking 

invasions of Britain. 
 Children learn when the Vikings first invaded Britain. 

 Children offer reasons for why the Vikings invaded. 

 Children recognise and describe the different perspectives of the Viking 

invasions – both Anglo-Saxon and Viking interpretations.  Learn a song to 

sing in a round, half Anglo-Saxons the other Vikings. 

Hold a class debate about whether it was fair for Vikings to attack the monasteries, 

were the Anglo-Saxons foolish not to protect themselves etc. 

To recognise and describe the differing perspectives 
of the Viking invasions 
Recognise the subsequent consequence of significant 
events on settlement and life in Britain 
Understand how Britain has been influenced by the 
wider world 
Independently construct a timeline, showing the 
history of invasions and settlement of Europeans in 
Britain from the Romans until 1066 
Show increased ability to work as a historian by 
asking historically valid questions and by thinking 
critically , weighing evidence, sifting arguments in 
order to develop perspective 
Understand the cause and consequence of events 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
W

e
e

k 
3 

Know about Viking 

settlements of Britain and 

how they affected the Anglo-

Saxons. 

 Children learn that the Vikings settled in Britain after the first raids in the 8th 

century. 

 Children use a variety of sources to gather information. 

 Children describe how the Vikings gained control of the northeast of 

England and create a cartoon strip to illustrate the sequence of events. 

To use sources of information to gather information 
and to describe how the Vikings gained control of the 
Northeast of England 
Recognise the subsequent consequence of significant 
events on settlement and life in Britain 
Understand the cause and consequence of events 
Use key historical terms in a variety of structured, 
informed, extended written responses 
Rigorously use a range of source , including artefacts 
and written resources, to build understanding of 
what life was like 
 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

4
  

Know why King Alfred was 

dubbed ‘Alfred the 

Great’. 

 Children describe the role King Alfred played in making England a unified 

country. 

 Children suggest reasons why he was dubbed ‘Great’. 

 Children work in groups and use a variety of sources of information to 

research the life of King Alfred. They present what they find to the rest of 

the class. 

To use sources of information to research King Alfred 
and record and present findings 
Recognise the subsequent consequence of significant 
events on settlement and life in Britain 
Understand the cause and consequence of events 
Rigorously use a range of source , including artefacts 
and written resources, to build understanding of 
what life was like 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 

Know what life was like for 

Vikings living in 

Britain. 

 Children describe what life was like for Vikings in Britain. 

 Children identify differences between Viking and Anglo-Saxon life. 

 Children identify similarities between Viking and Anglo-Saxon life. 

Children use different sources of information including investigating the Coppergate 

excavations in York; locating places in England with Viking names; and reading 

extracts from the story of Beowulf. 

 

 

To compare and contrast Viking and Anglo-
Saxon lives 
Recognise the subsequent consequence of 
significant events on settlement and life in 
Britain 
Understand the cause and consequence of 
events 
Show increased ability to work as a historian by 
asking historically valid questions and by thinking 
critically , weighing evidence, sifting arguments in 
order to develop perspective 

Rigorously use a range of source , including 
artefacts and written resources, to build 
understanding of what life was like 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
W

e
e

k 
6 

To find out how and when 

England became a unified 

country. 

 Children learn that by 1016, England was a unified country under the 

control of a single king. 

 Children name the key historical figures and describe their role in events – 

create a short sketch/role play to illustrate events. 

 Children discuss causes and effects of historical events – sequence events 

on a timeline. 

To name the key historical figures describe what 
happened between the reign of King Edgar and when 
England came under control of a single King 
Independently construct a timeline, showing the 
history of invasions and settlement of Europeans in 
Britain from the Romans until 1066 
Understand the cause and consequence of events 
Show increased ability to work as a historian by 
asking historically valid questions and by thinking 
critically , weighing evidence, sifting arguments in 
order to develop perspective 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

7 

Know about the end of the 

Anglo-Saxon and Viking era 

in Britain. 

 Children learn why the Battle of Hastings took place.  Learn about the three 

claimants to the throne after the death of Edward the Confessor.  Write a 

letter to the Witan in support of one of the claimants. 

 Children describe the main events surrounding the Norman conquest. 

 Children learn that the Battle of Hastings ended the era of Anglo-Saxon and 

Viking rule in Britain. 

To name and describe the main events surrounding 
the Battle of Stamford Bridge, The Battle of Hastings 
and The Norman conquest and to write a letter to 
support a claimant to the throne 
Recognise the subsequent consequence of significant 
events on settlement and life in Britain 
Understand the cause and consequence of events 
Use key historical terms in a variety of structured, 
informed, extended written responses 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
History at Aspinal 

History planner 

Year group: Year 5  Spring 1 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

Ancient Greeks 
Trips/Visit/Hook:  Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Know who the ancient Greeks 

were, and place their 

civilisation in time. 

 Children understand the terms 'BC' and 'AD' (CE?). 

 Children name, and place in chronological order, the six main time 

periods of ancient Greek civilisation. 

 Children discuss some of the main events from each time period. 

To create a timeline showing the order of the six main periods of 
ancient Greece 
Demonstrate a chronologically secure knowledge of world History 
Can independently construct and add to an ongoing timeline 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all sections of 
society and impact on their own life and identity 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand its meaning 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2 

Know about the different types 

of government in ancient 

Greece. 

 Children learn about the difference between a democracy, an 

oligarchy and a monarchy in ancient Greece. 

 Children discuss some of the advantages and disadvantages of 

democracies and monarchies. 

 Children discuss their own opinions of which type of government 

they think is best. 

To identify the advantages and disadvantages of democracy and 
express their own opinions on democracy 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, 
the diversity of societies and the relationships between different 
groups and significance of that time 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all sections of 
society and impact on their own life and identity 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand its meaning 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, changes and 
relationships between groups 
 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3 

Compare and contrast the two 

city-states of Athens and 

Sparta. 

 Children list some similarities and differences between the two city-

states of Athens and Sparta. 

 Children put themselves 'in the shoes of' an ancient Greek and 

discuss life in the two city-states. 

 Children explain their own views and opinions of the two city-

states? 

To describe the similarities and differences between Athens and 
Sparta and express their own opinions on both 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, 
the diversity of societies and the relationships between different 
groups and significance of that time 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand its meaning 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, changes and 
relationships between groups 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
W

e
e

k 
4

  
Know how to gather 

information from sources to 

find out about daily life in 

ancient Greece. 

 Children learn about the difference between primary and 

secondary sources of information. 

 Children use given sources to gather or find specific information. 

 Children develop knowledge of what daily life in ancient Greece 

was like. 

To describe the difference between primary and secondary sources 
of information and to use these sources to find out about life in 
ancient Greece 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all sections of 
society and impact on their own life and identity 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand its meaning 
Demonstrate the methods of historical enquiry more independently  
Use evidence selectively to answer own raised questions about a 
distant past 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 

Know about religion in ancient 

Greece. 

 Children learn why ancient Greece had a polytheistic religion. 

 Children learn about the importance of religion in the everyday life 

of ancient Greeks. 

 Children use given resources to discover information about, and 

apply their knowledge of, the ancient Greek gods and goddesses. 

 

To use resources to find out about ancient Greek Gods and 
Goddesses and to use their knowledge to answer questions 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, 
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand its meaning 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, changes and 
relationships between groups 
Demonstrate the methods of historical enquiry more independently  
Use evidence selectively to answer own raised questions about a 
distant past 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

6 

Know about the ancient Greek 

scholars and philosophers. 

 Children learn about the terms 'scholar' and 'philosopher'. 

 Children discuss some of the main ideas and beliefs of six 

philosophers and scholars. 

 Children voice their own thoughts and opinions about the ideas 

and beliefs of these philosophers and scholars. 

To understand and describe the main ideas of six ancient Greek 
scholars and philosophers and to voice their own opinions about 
these ideas and beliefs 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, 
the diversity of societies and the relationships between different 
groups and significance of that time 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand its meaning 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, changes and 
relationships between groups 

 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

7 

Know how modern-day life 

has been influenced by the 

Ancient Greeks. 

 Children learn about some ancient Greek ideas or developments 

that still influence us today. 

 Children use sources to further their own learning. 

 Children express and explain their own views and opinions. 

To describe ancient Greek ideas or developments that still influence 
us today and express their own views and opinions on them 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, 
the diversity of societies and the relationships between different 
groups and significance of that time 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all sections of 
society and impact on their own life and identity 
Give reasons why some civilisations grew in power, but may have 
declined later or even disappeared. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand its meaning 
Know how Britain was influenced by the wider world 



 
History at Aspinal 

History  Planner 

Year group: Year 5 Term: Summer 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

Britain Since 1948 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Knowledge  Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

Know some of the main changes in Britain 

since 1948 and identify the key 

characteristics of different decades. 

 Name some of the main changes that have taken place since 1948. 

 Place objects and events into the correct decade. 

 Offer suggestions for why changes have taken place. 

Sequence events from 1948 to now in 
chronological order on a timeline 
Understand how the past can have an impact on 
life today 
Place events on a timeline 
Understand the cause and consequence of events 
 

W
e

e
k 

2 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know and describe similarities and 

differences between types of sources of 

information available in different periods in 

the past. 

 Identify a range of historical sources. 

 Understand the difference between a primary and a secondary 

source. 

 Know that the type of information available depends on the period 

studied. 

Identify and describe primary and secondary 
sources of information 
Rigorously use a range of sources, including 
artefacts and written resources to build 
understanding of what life was like  
Understand how knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 

W
e

e
k 

3 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know some of the main events of the 1950s, 

and investigate what life was like during this 

period. 

 Identify and describe some of the main events of the 1950s. 

 Suggest what life was like in Britain during the 1950s. 

 Use information from a variety of sources to find out information 

about the 1950s. 

Read and interpret sources of information to 
answer questions .about the 1950s 
Understand how the past can have an impact on 
life today 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change and the relationships between 
different groups and significance of that time 
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W
e

e
k 

4
  

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know some of the main events of the 1960s 

and investigate what life was like in Britain 

during this period. 

 Identify and describe some of the main events of the 1960s. 

 Suggest what life was like in Britain during the 1960s. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the period in a variety of ways. 

Create a poster highlighting the main events of the 
1960s 
Understand how the past can have an impact on 
life today 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change and the relationships between 
different groups and significance of that time 
 

  

W
e

e
k 

5 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know some of the main events of the 1970s 

and to investigate what life was like in Britain 

during this period. 

 Identify and describe some of the main events of the 1970s. 

 Suggest some of the positive and negative aspects of life in Britain 

during the 1970s. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the period in a variety of ways. 

Use information sources to answer questions 
about the 1970s 
Understand how the past can have an impact on 
life today 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change and the relationships between 
different groups and significance of that time 

  

W
e

e
k 

6 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know some of the main events of the 1980s 

and to investigate what life was like in Britain 

during this period. 

 Identify and describe some of the main events of the 1980s. 

 Suggest what life was like in Britain during the 1980s. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the period in a variety of ways. 

Use a range of information sources to answer 
questions about the 1980s 
Understand how the past can have an impact on 
life today 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change and the relationships between 
different groups and significance of that time 

 

W
e

e
k 

7 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

Know what life was like in Britain in the 

1990s and to identify connections between 

different aspects of life since 1948. 

 Identify and describe some of the main events and characteristics 

of the 1990s. 

 Find connections between some of the changes that have occurred 

since 1948. 

 Summarise how life in Britain has changed since 1948. 

Plan questions and interview a visitor to find out 
about life from 1948 
Understand how the past can have an impact on 
life today 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the 
process of change and the relationships between 
different groups and significance of that time 



 
History at Aspinal 

History planner 

Year group: Year 6 W/C: Autumn 2 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

What Does It Mean To Be A Citizen of Great Britain?   World War 2 
Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Know how and why the Second 

World War started. 
 Learn about the Treaty of Versailles and the legacy of World War 1. 

 Place the war years on a timeline within British History. 

 Write a newspaper report to inform British citizens how/why the war started. 
 

To add World War 2 to a timeline of British history and 
write a report about why and how the war started 
Adds detail to the timeline during the ongoing studies to 
show how people’s lives changed in the aspect 
studiedDemonstrate coherent, chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of British History 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

2 

Know about key events/battles 

during the war. 

Know who supported the UK and 

who were opposition – Allies and 

Axis. 

 Identify Allies and Axis on a world map. 

 Learn about the leaders of each country and their views/relationship with the UK 

 Work with a group to research a given event and feed back to the class.  Mark each 
event in sequence on a world war timeline. 

To research key events/battles during the war , place 
them on a war timeline and communicate findings with 
the class 
Adds detail to the timeline during the ongoing studies to 
show how people’s lives changed in the aspect studied  
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all 
sections of society and impact on their own life and 
identity 
Follow the cycle of historical enquiry independently by 
stating what they already know, finding the most 
relevant questions to investigate, and evaluating how to 
analyse and present the information 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

3 

Know about the impact of the Blitz 

on British society. 

 Use an atlas to locate key cities that were targeted by air raids during the war.   

 Look at statistics captured during the Blitz to see which cities received most damage.  
Give reasons why. 

 Learn about how people kept themselves safe from air raids. 

To use statistics to compare and contrast the damage to  cities 
during the war and to describe how people kept themselves safe 
during air raids 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all sections 
of society and impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive questions about 
change, cause and significance during the study 
Use evidence rigorously to make historical claims  
Answer whole class enquiry questions, drawing on a range of 
historical sources and different interpretations of information 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
W

e
e

k 
4

  
Know what is meant by the word 

‘Evacuee’. 

 

 

 Learn about operation Pied Piper – who was evacuated and why? Where did evacuees 
go? 

 Read first-hand accounts from children and mothers of what it was like to leave your 
home and family.  Look at artefacts from the time eg evacuee box and tag. 

 Create a letter as an evacuee to explain how your life has changed. 

To use artefacts and first-hand accounts to find out what 
life would have been like as an evacuee and write a letter 
as an evacuee 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all 
sections of society and impact on their own life and 
identity 
Construct informed responses in structured accounts 
Follow the cycle of historical enquiry independently by 
stating what they already know, finding the most 
relevant questions to investigate, and evaluating how to 
analyse and present the information 
Write for a range of real purposes as part of work across 
the curriculum 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 

Know what is meant by the word 

‘Rationing’ 

Know why the Ministry of Food was 

set up in 1937. 

 Learn about the relationship between food availability and the poor.  How did scarcity 
affect food prices?  How does that compare with life today? 

 Learn about ration books and how shopkeepers were expected to distribute food fairly 
among families. 

 Learn how people made ends meet, and looked for alternatives for everyday products. 

To make comparisons between food availability today 
and during the war 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all 
sections of society and impact on their own life and 
identity 
Construct informed responses in structured accounts 
Follow the cycle of historical enquiry independently by 
stating what they already know, finding the most 
relevant questions to investigate, and evaluating how to 
analyse and present the information 
 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

6 

Know that the war was more dangerous 

for some minority groups because of 

prejudice eg Jews and Gypsies.  

Know that some minority groups were 

treated unfairly and brutally persecuted. 

 Research the life of Anne Frank and learn about the impact of war on groups of 
individuals – and impact on own identity. 

 Learn about the role of the resistance and those who helped by hiding/helping those 
being targeted. 

 Write your own diary entry of a person in hiding. 

To research the life of Anne Frank, understanding the 
impact of the war on individuals and write a diary entry 
of a person in hiding during the war 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all 
sections of society and impact on their own life and 
identity 
Answer whole class enquiry questions, drawing on a 
range of historical sources and different interpretations 
of information 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive questions 
about change, cause and significance during the study 
Write for a range of real purposes as part of work across 
the curriculum 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
W

e
e

k 
7 

Know that some interpretations of 

the past were constructed for a 

purpose. 

 Look at the purpose and meaning of propaganda during the war. 

 Look at how the war is reflected in music and films – do films and programmes 
accurately depict the war? 

 Debate – was the war a bad time for everyone? 

To understand the purpose and meaning of propaganda 
and make own judgements about the war 
Note effects of changes, causes and consequence for all 
sections of society and impact on their own life and 
identity 
Construct informed responses in structured accounts 
Demonstrate maturity when sifting through arguments, 
coming to their own conclusions 
Use evidence rigorously to make historical claims and 
discern how and why contrasting arguments and 
interpretations of the past have been constructed 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive questions 
about change, cause and significance during the study 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
History at Aspinal 

History Planner 

Year group: Year 6 W/C: Spring 1 Class Teacher:  Additional Adults:  

Mayans 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

1 

Know where and when the 

remains of the Mayan 

civilisation were discovered. 

 Children learn where Mesoamerica is on a world map. 

 Children learn how Europeans discovered Mayan ruins. 

 Children use images to raise their own questions. 

To describe how the conquistadors might have felt when 
they discovered the ruined cities and write questions to 
find out more about the ruins that were discovered. 
Demonstrate a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of world History, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the periods they have studied. 
Demonstrate the methods of Historical enquiry more 
independently, e.g. ask perceptive questions, think 
critically and weigh evidence. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand it’s meaning. 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know how the Mayans 

civilisation developed over 

time. 

 Children learn how archaeologists use evidence to find out about the 

past. 

 Children deduce facts about the Maya from archaeological discoveries. 

 Children order events chronologically. 

To deduce facts about Mayan life from archaeological 
discoveries. 
Can independently construct a timeline ordering events 
chronologically  
Demonstrate the methods of Historical enquiry more 
independently, e.g. ask perceptive questions, think 
critically and weigh evidence. 
Use available evidence selectively to answer own questions 
raised about a distant past society. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand it’s meaning 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview  Subject Skills 
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Know about the city states of 

the Maya and how society 

was organised. 

 Children learn that the Mayan civilisation was organised into city 

states. 

 Children learn that Mayan society was organised in a pyramid system 

with high and low ranks. 

 Children describe the roles of different members of Mayan society. 

To understand the hierarchy of the Mayan society and 
describe the roles of different members of Mayan society. 
(Make links with the order of society of Ancient Egypt,  
which the children have already studied) 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand it’s meaning 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 
change, the diversity of societies and relationships 
between different groups and significance of that time. 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, 
changes and relationships between groups. 
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 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about Mayan religion 

and beliefs. 

 Children learn that the Maya worshipped many different gods. 

 Children learn some of the ways in which Maya worshipped. 

 Children describe how religion affected people’s daily lives. 

To understand and describe Mayan religion and how it 
affected people’s everyday lives. 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 
change, the diversity of societies and relationships 
between different groups and significance of that time. 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, 
changes and relationships between groups. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand it’s meaning 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 

W
e

e
k 

5 

Know about everyday life for 

the Mayan people. 

 Children generate their own questions about everyday life. 

 Children use a variety of sources to answer their questions. 

 Children find ways to describe and share what daily life was like for the 

Maya. 

To write questions about everyday life and use different 
sources to answer them. 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 
change, the diversity of societies and relationships 
between different groups and significance of that time. 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, 
changes and relationships between groups. 
Use available evidence selectively to answer own questions 
raised about a distant past society. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand it’s meaning 

 Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about Mayan writing 

and calendars. 

 Children learn that the Maya developed their own writing system. 

 Children learn that we can learn a lot about the Maya from the writing 

they left behind. 

 Children learn that the Maya developed a calendar based on 

astronomical observation. 

 

To understand that the Mayans developed their own 
writing and number system and to create a Mayan 
calendar. 
Recognise that a non-European civilisation could be more 
advanced than Britain at the same time and consider their 
influence on life today. 
Understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 
change, the diversity of societies and relationships 
between different groups and significance of that time. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand it’s meaning 

 

Knowledge Lesson Overview Subject Skills 
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Know about the decline of the 

Mayan civilisation 
 Children learn that Mayan city states often recorded battles on stelae. 

 Children know that the Mayan civilisation declined c.900 AD. 

 Children offer their own suggestions for why a civilisation may decline. 

To understand and describe the most likely causes of the 
decline of the Mayan civilisation. 
Draw conclusions on the complexity of life at the time, 
changes and relationships between groups. 
Use available evidence selectively to answer own questions 
raised about a distant past society. 
Use the term ‘civilisation’ and understand it’s meaning 
Give reasons why some civilisations grew in power, but 
may have later declined or even disappeared. 

 



 
History at Aspinal 

Year 6 Spring 2 History Planner 

  Crime and Punishment 

Trips/Visit/Hook: Resources/Quality text 

Chronological Knowledge and Understanding            Communication using Historical Terms         

Historical Concepts         Enquiry and Interpretation 

 

 Knowledge   Lesson overview Skills 
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To know the broad 

trends of crime and 

punishment from the 

Romans to the 21st 

century. 

 Children suggest ways in which crime changes over time 

 Children describe basic ways in which punishment for crime changes over time 

 Children define terms relating to crime and punishment, such as judge, jury, 

lawyer, pillory, etc 

To match crime (how it was detected and 
punished) the correct period in time 
Can note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time 
Note effects of changes, causes and 
consequences for all sections of society and 
impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
during the study 

  Lesson overview Skills 
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To know about crime 

and punishment in the 

Roman period. 

 Children know how crime was detected in Roman times 

 Children know how criminals were tried in Roman times 

 Children describe some common punishments for criminals in Roman times 

To create a storyboard for a Roman crime show 
Note effects of changes, causes and 
consequences for all sections of society and 
impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
during the study 

  Lesson overview Skills 
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To know about and 

punishment in the 

Anglo-Saxon and 

Viking period. 

 Children describe how crime would usually be punished in the Anglo-

Saxon/Viking world 

 Children know what the most common crime of the time was 

 Children describe how people involved gods in the punishment of criminals 

To determine appropriate punishments for 
crimes committed during the Anglo-Saxon 
Roman periods 
Note effects of changes, causes and 
consequences for all sections of society and 
impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
during the study 
Determine maturity when sifting through 
arguments, coming to their own judgments and 
conclusions 
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  Lesson overview Skills 
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To know about crime 

and punishment in the 

medieval and 

Tudor periods. 

 Children describe how criminals were caught in the medieval and Tudor 

periods 

 Children explain the three main types of courts in the medieval and Tudor 

periods 

 Children know what the punishments for theft, treason, murder and heresy 

were 

To read and retrieve information to answer 
questions about crime and punishment in the 
medieval and Tudor periods 
Note effects of changes, causes and 
consequences for all sections of society and 
impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
during the study 
Use evidence  rigorously to make historical 
claims and discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past have 
been constructed 

  Lesson overview Skills 
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To know about crime 

and punishment in the 

early modern 

period. 

 Children know which crimes became common during this period and why 

 Children know which aspects of crime and punishment stayed the same 

between the 

 medieval period and the early modern period 

 Children describe which punishments were new during this period 

To define different times of crime and describe 
why the types of crime became more common in 
the early modern period 
Note effects of changes, causes and 
consequences for all sections of society and 
impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
during the study 

  Lesson overview Skills 

W
e

e
k 

6
 

To know crime and 

punishment in the 

Victorian 

period 

 Children know which types of crimes became lesson common in this period 

and why 

 Children describe changes in the way crime was detected 

 Children explain the major changes in the way crimes were punished 

To answer questions about crime and 
punishment in the Victorian period and ask 
questions of their own 
Note effects of changes, causes and 
consequences for all sections of society and 
impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
during the study 
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  Lesson overview Skills 
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To know the history of 

crime and punishment 

and compare it to 

today. 

 Children describe what different types of crimes there have been over the ages 

 Children describe how crime prevention and detection has changed over the 

ages 

 Children describe how punishment for criminal activity has changed over the 

ages 

To create a timeline to compare crime and 
punishment over time 
Add detail to the timeline during the ongoing 
studies to show how people’s lives changed in 
the aspect studies 
Note effects of changes, causes and 
consequences for all sections of society and 
impact on their own life and identity 
Devise increasingly historically valid, perceptive 
questions about change, cause and significance 
during the study 



 


