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Reading at Aspinal 

Why is Reading important at Aspinal? 
Reading and writing cannot be separated. Reading is breathing in; writing is breathing out. 

At Aspinal, we understand that reading is the foundation to allow all pupils to access the range of subjects and 

skills that we offer. To us, it is essential that all pupils are given the opportunity to in the beginning acquire the 

necessary vocabulary, basic reading skills and understanding which will allow them to unlock not only the rest of 

the curriculum but the world within which they exist.  

Our teachers at Aspinal model what it is to be a life-long reader and pupils are taught the understanding that 

reading is not just something which is just for educational purposes, but is an essential life skill. We understand 

that all the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do 

not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised. Therefore we offer 

high quality texts to accompany all aspects of the curriculum for children to draw upon during learning. 

Reading underpins our whole curriculum and quality texts are used throughout. These high quality texts give 

pupils the opportunity to hear and see what high quality writing is and to begin to understand the role of an 

author and how such works can be crafted. We encourage pupils to read widely and often in order to increase 

pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. During 

sessions such as our Author class read, we aim to encourage reading as an activity which feeds pupils’ 

imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. It also allows teachers 

the opportunity to be a reading role model and encourage an open discussion of books both for academic value 

and for enjoyment. Through these sessions pupils will begin to experience and make their own judgements on a 

wide range of Authors and begin to know their own mind when choosing reading materials.  

We see reading as an opportunity for children to spend quality time with adults, and therefore we allow parents 

and carers the opportunity to also access reading once a week in our classrooms. This allows teachers to support 

and encourage reading at home so that children may continue the great work started in school. We also invite in 

a book fair once a year to allow students and families the opportunity to get excited about new books and 

discuss and choose them together.  

At Aspinal, we firmly believe in leaving no child behind, and ensure that all children have the opportunity to be 

supported and encouraged through additional sessions with volunteers; or through high quality interventions 

such as Fisher Family Trust. They aim to support and encourage pupils to have the confidence to engage with 

both reading and writing side by side and access the full curriculum in time. We ensure a vocabulary rich 

environment from the moment they walk through our doors in order to ensure there is an opportunity for any 

vocabulary deficit to be closed.  

We use Accelerated Reader as our main reading system. It allows pupils the opportunity to choose from a wide 

range of high quality texts and show their understanding of them as well as enjoyment. We have a number of 

reward systems to accompany it to encourage a high focus and enjoyment of reading.  

 

 



 
Reading at Aspinal 

What are the key knowledge concepts in Reading 

at Aspinal? 

Reading 
Read widely 
Read easily and fluently 
Read with understanding 
Read for pleasure and for information 
Acquire a wide vocabulary 
Decoding 
Phonics knowledge 
Comprehension 
Inference 
 
 

 

What are the key Reading subject discipline skills? 

 

 The understanding that the letter(s) on the page represent the sounds in spoken words 
should underpin pupils’ reading and spelling of all words. 

 Children can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the 
phonic knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. 

 Blending the sounds into words for reading 

 Children hear, share and discuss a wide range of high quality books to develop a love of 
reading and broaden their vocabulary. 

 Practice at reading such words by sounding and blending can provide opportunities not 
only for pupils to develop confidence in their decoding skills 

 Vocabulary being developed when they listen to books read aloud and when they 
discuss what they have heard. 

 Role-play can help pupils to identify with and explore characters and to try out the 
language they have listened to. 

 Children should be shown syllable boundaries and how to read each syllable separately 
before they combine them to read the word 

 Children should be taught how to read suffixes by building on the root words that they 
have already learnt. 

 Children who are still at the early stages of learning to read should have ample practice 
in reading books that are closely matched to their developing phonic knowledge and 
knowledge of common exception words. 
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How does Aspinal ensure progression in our 

key knowledge and concepts in English? 

 Quality texts throughout the curriculum 

 Increasing complexity of vocabulary, written and oral. 

 Accelerated reader used to assess pupils knowledge 

 English cycle followed throughout the school based on 

quality texts. 

 Quality texts used in Science and Topic to ensure cross 

curricular links. 

 Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary used and displayed in classrooms 

 Phonics taught daily from Nursery to Year 2 and Year 3 

where needed 

 

 

 



 
Reading at Aspinal 

How do we know our children have made 

progress? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

End points FS 
Children can  

 Children read and understand simple sentences.  

 They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them 

aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words.  

 They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about 

what they have read. 
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End points Year 1 

Word Reading  
Children can  

 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

 Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of 

letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 

graphemes 

 Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that 

have been taught 

 Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 

spelling and sound and where these occur in the word 

 Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings  

 Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 

 Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that 

the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)  

 Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out 

words 

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

Reading Comprehension 
                 Children can  

 Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding 
by: listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at 
a level beyond that at which they can read independently  

 Be encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences 

 Become very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their particular characteristics 

 Recognise and joining in with predictable phrases 

 Learn to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 

 Discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and 
those they listen to by: drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 

 Discuss the significance of the title and events 

 Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 

 Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to 
what others say 

 Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them. 
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End points Year 2 

Word Reading  
Children can  

 Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic 
decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent 

 Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, 
especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes 

 Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above 
 Read words containing common suffixes  
 Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
 Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they 

have been frequently encountered 
 Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out 

unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation 

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 

Reading Comprehension 
                 Children can  

 Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic 

poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

 Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 

 Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and 

traditional tales 

 Being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

 Recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  

 Discuss and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary 

 Discuss their favourite words and phrases 

 Continue to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting 

some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear 

 Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that 

they listen to by: drawing on what they already know or on background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher  

 Check that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

 Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  

 Answer and asking questions 

 Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

 Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and 

those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 

 Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that 

they listen to and those that they read for themselves. 
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 End points Year 3 and 4 

Word Reading  
Children can  

 Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: listening 
to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books 
or textbooks 

 Read books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling some of these orally 

 Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

 

Reading Comprehension 
                 Children can  

 Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  

listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks 

 Read books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and 

legends, and retelling some of these orally 

 Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

 Prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action 

 Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

 Recognise some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 

 Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: checking that 

the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the 

meaning of words in context 

 Ask questions to improve their understanding of a text  

 Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 

actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 

 Identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

 Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 
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End points Year 5 and 6 

Word Reading  
Children can  

 Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(morphology and etymology), as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read 

aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet. 

Reading Comprehension 
                 Children can  

 Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read 
by:  continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

 Read books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purpose 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends 
and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and 
books from other cultures and traditions English – key stages 1 and 2 34 
Statutory requirements 

 Recommend books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 
choices 

 Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 
writing 

 Make comparisons within and across books 

 Learn a wider range of poetry by heart 

 Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is 
clear to an audience 

 Understand what they read by: checking that the book makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

 Ask questions to improve their understanding  

 Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied  

 Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying 
key details that support the main ideas  

 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  

 Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader  

 Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  

 Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

 Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

 Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including 
through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic 
and using notes where necessary 

 Provide reasoned justifications for their views 



Year 1 Reading Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English quality 

text:  

 

    
   

   

Guided reading 

Texts:  
Book banded groups 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction 

Poetry 

Non- fiction Fiction/ poetry Non- fiction 

Reading focus:  

*Draw on knowledge of 
vocabulary to understand 

texts- used throughout 

Identify and explain key 
aspects of fiction and 

non-fiction text, such as 
characters, events, titles 

and information. 

Identify and explain 
the sequence of 
events in texts. 

Predict what might happen on 
the basis of what has been read 

so far 

Make inferences from the 
text. 

Revisit previous 

skills/ fluency 

practise  

Revisit previous 

skills weekly.  

Author Read: Sue Hendra Claire Freeman Michael Rosen 

History/ 

Geography text:  

We’re 
going on a 
bear hunt 

F 

 One Day on our 
Blue Planet…. 
The Savannah 

NF 
Handa’s surprise F 

 
Nothing 

F 

 
Claude in 
the City 

F 

 

Science Texts:  Senses Human body Carnivores/ herbivores Plants Materials Seasons 
 Professor Astro 

cat’s human body 
odyssey 

The Bog Baby 
Meerkat Mail 
We build our own homes 
 

Leaf Man 3 little pigs The Rabbit Problem 
The Bear’s Winter 
House 
One Year with Kipper 
Penguin and the 
pinecone 
An evening at Alfies 
Once upon a raindrop 

Year 2 Reading Long Term Plan 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English quality 

text:  

        

 

   

Guided reading 

Texts:  

Book banded groups 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction 

Poetry 

Non- fiction Fiction/ poetry Non- fiction 

Reading focus:  

*Draw on knowledge of 
vocabulary to 

understand texts- used 
throughout 

Identify and explain key 
aspects of fiction and non-

fiction text, such as 
characters, events, titles 

and information. 

Identify and explain the 
sequence of events in 

texts. 

Predict what might 
happen on the basis of 

what has been read so far 

Make inferences 
from the text. 

Revisit previous 

skills/ fluency 

practise SATS 

Revisit previous skills 

weekly.  

Author Read:  

 

Mairi Hedderwick 
 

Julia Donaldson 
 

Valerie Thomas 
 

History/ 

Geography 

text:  

Vlad and the Great Fire 
of London  

 
 

 The 
Polar 
Bear 

Son: An innuit 
Story Communication- 

then and now 
NF 

At the Beach  

Science Text: Materials Animals/ growth Living Things Plants Keeping healthy Climate change/ recycling 

Traction Man Burger boy 
Big cat, little cat 

The incredible book 
eating boy 

Growing frogs 
The big book of the blue 

Leaf 

 Burger boy 
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Year 3 Reading Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English quality text:         

 

  

 

Guided reading 

Texts: 

 Stone age 

 Rocks 

 Anne Fine 

 Colours 

 Disney 
songs 

Important people 1 

 Keeping 
healthy 

 Monsters 

 Classics 1 

 Poetry 1 

 Lighthouses 

 Robots 
 

 Dick King 
Smith 

 Diff cultures 

 Light/shadows 

 Important 
people 2 

 Novels 1 
Poetry 2 

 Classics  2 

 Internet safety 

 Picture book 1 

 Plants 

 Hearing 
impairment 

Picture books 2 

 Roald 
Dahl 

 Novels 2 

 Songs  

 Forces 
rainforestsY5 

 Songs from 
musicals 

 Philip Reeves 

 Towns/cities 

 Weather 
Spiders 

Author Read:  

 

 

Jeff Brown 
 

Dick-King Smith 
 

Roald Dahl 

Reading skills:  Retrieval 

Vocabulary 

Predictions 

Inference 

Inference 

Vocab 

Predict 

 

Retrieval 

Vocab 

Summarise 
 

Retrieval 

Comparisons 

Authors style 

Authors style/ 

language 

 

Comparisons 

Narrative content is 

related- relationships/ 

parts of the story.  

History/Geography 

Text 

    
Gorton 

NF 
 

One 
day 
on 
our 

blue planet… The 
rainforest 

 

Science Text Rocks and fossils Skeletons Light/shadows Plants Friction Magnets 
The pebble in my 

pocket 
The street beneath 

my feet 

Funnybones 
The funnybones 

collection 
Skulls 

Oscar and the moth 
Orion and the dark 

I am the seed that grew 
the tree 

Iron Man Iron Man 
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Year 4 Reading Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English quality text:         

 

 

 

 

 

Guided reading 

Texts: 

 Pompeii  

 Romans 

 Mental health 

 Classics 1 

 Disney songs 

 Guy Bass(author) 

 Armistice day 

 Money 

 Famous people 1 

 Poetry 1 

 Witches/ wizards 

 States of matter 

 Chinese NY 

 Migration 

 Novels 1 

 International 
women’s day 

 Teeth 

 Middle Eastern 
countries  

 Rabbits 

 Habitats 

 Famous people 
2 

 Sports people 

 Songs from 
musicals 

 Picture books 1 

 Electricity 

 Rivers 

 Recycling 

 Novels 2 

 Songs 

 

 Poetry 2 

 Picture books 2 

 Classics 2 

 Jennifer Killick 
(author) 

Author Read:  Jeremy Strong 
 

Jaqueline Wilson 
 

Gillian Cross  
 

Reading skills:  Retrieval 

Vocabulary 

Predictions 

Inference 

Inference 

Vocab 

Predict 

 

Retrieval 

Vocab 

Summarise 

 

Retrieval 

Comparisons 

Authors style 

Authors style/ 

language 

 

Comparisons 

Narrative content is 

related- relationships/ 

parts of the story.  

 

History/Geography 

Texts:  

Escape from 
Pompeii 

F 

 
 

 
A Kid’s 

guide to 
China 

NF 

 
Beowulf 

F 
  

A River ran wild 
F 

 

Science Texts:  Sound States of matter Humans Animals Electricity 

The Pied Piper of Hamelin Chemical chaos 
Change it! 

Itch 
The sky above my eyes 

You wouldn’t want to 
live without poo. 

The incredible book 
eating boy 

Food and digestion 
Teeth and hair 

Awesome animals – 
Amazing Creatures 
Incredible Insects 

Nasty Nature 

Project science – electricity 
Kingfisher Science – Electricity and electronics 
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Body owners handbook 
Illumanatomy 

The story of the little 
mole who knew it was 
none of their business 

How to help a 
hedgehog and protect 

a polar bear 
Animals of farthing 

wood 
The Wind in the 

willows 
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Year 5 Reading Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English 

quality text:  

 

  

 

   

Guided 

reading 

Texts: 

 Antarctic 

 Frank Cottrell 
Boyce 

 Space 

 Classics 1 

 Picture books 
1 

 Sia (songs) 

 Christmas 

 Energy/forces 

 Great openings 

 Disney songs 

 Novels 1 

 Poetry 1  
 

 Life cycles 

 Beetles 

 Equality 

 Classics 2 

 Famous people 
1 

 

 Islands 

 Nigeria 

 Picture 
books 2 

 Songs from 
musicals 

 Novels 2  

 Changing 
materials 

 Peter pan 

 Circus 
 Famous 

people 2 

 Novels 2 

 Medieval 
monarchs 

 Poetry 2 

 Titanic 
 Ibtihaj 

Muhammad  

Author 

Read:  

 

 

JK Rowling 

 

 

Helen Cresswell 
 

Phillip Pullman 
 

Reading 

skills:  

Authors style/ 

language 

 

Comparisons 

Narrative content is 

related- relationships/ 

parts of the story.  

Retrieval 

Vocabulary 

Predictions 

Inference 

Inference 

Vocab 

Predict 

 

Retrieval 

Vocab 

Summarise 

 

Retrieval 

Comparisons 

Authors style 

History/ 

Geography 

texts: 

 
Polar explorers for 

kids 
NF 

 
 

 
Greek myths- Marcia 

Williams 
F 

 
Big book of the UK 

NF 
 

 
Extreme Planet 

NF 

 

Science 

Texts: 

Earth and space Solar system Life cycles Humans Materials Forces 

George’s key to the 
universe 

A galaxy of her own Big cat, little cat 
The nowehere emporium 

Frog 
Moth 

The life of a broad bean 

 

 Kensuke’s Kingdom 
What a waste 

The tin snail 
The man who walked 
between the towers 

Mrs Armitage Queen of the 
road 
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Year 6 Reading Long Term Plan 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

English quality text:       

 

    

 

 

Guided reading 

Texts: 

 Classics 1 

 Light 

 Civil Rights 

 Novels 1 

 Population 
 Spooky 

openings 

 Living 
things(classify) 

 People 1(Alan 
Turing) 

 Magic 

 Resilience 

 Spies 
 WW2 

 Classics 2 

 Evolution 

 The Media 

 The Arrival 

 Songs 
 Micheal 

Morpurgo  

 Poetry 1  

 Heart 

 Drugs/alcohol 

 Women 

 Songs from 
musicals 

 Katherine 
Rundall 

 Autism 

 Electricity 

 People 2 

 Poetry 2 

 The Raven 
 Picture 1 

 Industrial 
Revolution 

 Liverpool 

 Verse novels 
 Piers Torday 

Author Read:  

 

 

Louise Sachar 
  

Michael Morpurgo 

 

William Shakespeare 

Reading skills:  Retrieval 

Vocabulary 

Predictions 

Inference 

Inference 

Vocab 

Predict 

 

Retrieval 

Vocab 

Summarise 

 

Retrieval 

Comparisons 

Authors style 

Authors style/ 

language 

 

Comparisons 

Narrative content is 

related- 

relationships/ parts 

of the story.  

History/ Geography 

texts:  

 

 
Collin’s explorers 
Fascinating facts 

NF 

 
Letters from the 

lighthouse F 
 

When Hitler stole pink 
rabbit F 

 
The Mayan Civilisation 

NF 
The Rain player F 

 
Crime and 

punishment in Britain 
NF 

 
Geographics 
Mountains 

NF 

 
The Lost words 

F 

Science Texts:  Light Habitats Evolution Humans Electricity Working scientifically 

The light jar 

 
Animals without 

backbones 
Beetle boy 

One smart fish 
What Mr Darwin saw 

Who was Charles 
Darwin? 

The Pig Heart Boy 

 
Goodnight Mr Tom 

Thomas Edison 
biography 

The extraordinary 
colours of Auden Dare 

 



How well do children learn to read at 

Aspinal?  

How well do they 
learn 

Evidence 
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What are Aspinal’s strengths? 

 

What do we need to get better at? 

 

  Accelerated reader Y2 upwards 

   Author focus to allow children to become 

familiar with a range 

  Teachers model reading well 

 Celebration of reading- 100% draw/ 

Millionaire board 

  Parent Café- engagement 

 Aware of children who need support 

 Use of texts and reading in all curriculum 

areas. 

  Using intervention programmes early to 

catch up(consistency) 

   Phonics results to increase through closer 

data tracking and teaching to gaps to move 

quickly. 

 Guided reading to become embedded 



 

 

Objective 1: Children are taught specific skills to be able to read fluently and confidently by the end of KS1 and 2.  

Actions Success Criteria Persons 
Responsible 

Resources/ Cost Monitoring/ 
outcomes 

Progress made Further Actions/ 
Updates 

Grouped guided 
reading sessions to 
take place in R and 
Y1 4 x per week to 
allow teacher 
opportunity to 
teach domains and 
strategies.  

Increased % of 
pupils on track for 
reading results in 
each year group.  
 

CB 
CC- phase lead 
KC/AMc 
RH- monitor  

None 
 

Learning walks 
show guided 
reading sessions 
taking place. 
 
PPM show higher % 
of pupils on track 
for reading by end 
of Aut/ Spr and 
Sum.  
 

Aut 
 
  

Spr 
 
  

Summ  

Reading Action 
Plan  
September 2020- 
July 2021 
Rachel Hughes 
 

Actions linked to ADP and SEF 

 Leaders focus on improving teachers’ subject and pedagogical content knowledge in order to enhance the teaching of the curriculum and the 
appropriate use of assessment. The practice and subject knowledge of staff, including newly qualified teachers, build and improve over time.  

 The sharp focus on ensuring that younger children gain phonics knowledge and language comprehension necessary to read, and the skills to 
communicate, gives them the foundations for future learning. 

 There is a sharp focus on ensuring that children acquire a wide vocabulary, communicate effectively and, in Reception, secure a knowledge of 
phonics, which gives them the foundations for future learning, especially in preparation for them to become confident and fluent readers.  

 The school’s approach to teaching early reading and synthetic phonics is systematic and ensures that all children learn to read words and 
simple sentences accurately by the end of Reception.  

 Staff read to children in a way that excites and engages them, introducing new ideas, concepts and vocabulary 
 
Actions: 

 Intervention programmes to be looked at to support the bottom 20% of readers- Fisher Family Trust 

 Phonics tracker to ensure children are tracked accurately and streamed appropriately. 

 Phonics and Early Reading is taught to a high standard, children can read simple sentences accurately by the end of Reception. Evidence seen in 
data and learning journeys. 

 Ensure both Reception and Nursery children receive high quality daily phonics sessions. 

 Guided reading is a priority. 
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Whole class 
Reading skills 
sessions take place 
3 x per week from 
Y3-6  

Children 
confidently talk 
about different 
reading skills/ 
domains. 
Chn know what 
skills make a good 
reader. 

Class teachers and 
TAs Y3-6 

None Data shows 75%+ 
of classes on track 
for reading in 
autumn term. 
Chn confidently 
talk about reading 
in pupil voice.  

    

Staff to ensure 1:1 
reading takes place 
in silent reading 
sessions every day 
(rotate around all 
pupils).  

All pupils are read 
with and key 
marginal pupils 
have specific 1:1 
reading input from 
teacher. 

All class teachers 
and TAs 
 
RH to monitor 

None Teachers notes in 
reading records  
Pupil voice- chn are 
read with.  
 

    

 

 

Objective 2: bottom 20% of pupils are supported and given every opportunity to catch up to reach ARE by end of KS2.   

Actions Success Criteria Persons 
Responsible 

Resources/ Cost Monitoring/ 
outcomes 

Progress made Further 
Actions/ 
Updates 

Toe by toe used 
as another 
intervention 
programme 
predominantly in 
KS2 by TAs and 
CT.  

Children have 
stronger 
phoneme- 
grapheme 
correspondence.  
 
 

CT and TAs 
RH to monitor 
use 

Toe by toe book Chn using 
programme are 
making good or 
better progress 
 
Star reader/ PM 
benchmark show 
improvements.  
 

Aut 
 
  

Spr 
 
 

Sum  

All staff to receive 
PM benchmarking 

All staff 
understand 

Leah Freeman  
AS  

Benchmarking kit 
already purchased 

Staff confidently 
using benchmarking 
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training to 
accurately assess 
gaps in reading.  

different gaps in 
reading and can 
use benchmarking 
tools to assess.  

RH 
All staff  

 
Training session 
free  

to match reading 
books to all chn.  
 
Benchmarking used 
to assess and plug 
gaps.  

FFT intervention 
used for pupils to 
catch up early on 
in KS1.   

Benchmarking 
used to identify 
chn for FFT in Y2 
and Y1.  
 
Smaller number of 
pupils in bottom 
20% each term.  
 
Bottom 20% begin 
to catch up to ARE 
book band 
colours.  

RH- monitor 
CC- phase lead 
AM and KS- 
deliver 
KS1 class 
teachers. 
 
 

PM benchmark kit 
(already bought).  
 
KS1 PM reading 
books 
 
TA time- 30 mins 
per pupil.  
 
 

PPM 
Phonics tracker 
shows progress 
KS1 reading data  
 
 

    

Traffic light 
readers allow 
teachers to focus 
on supporting key 
pupils.  

Teachers and TAs 
hear 1:1 reader’s 
daily- focus on red 
and amber 
children to 
support good 
progress.  
 

All class teachers 
RH 
TAs- hear 
readers. 

Adults in class 
every morning to 
hear readers 
Volunteer readers 
for PM sessions 
JB- extra hours to 
hear readers 

PPM- reading 
progress 
AR results on 
quizzes 
Upward trend of 
data at end of 
phases.  

    

SEND/ EAL pupils 
targeted used of 
Lexia programme 
and sessions to 
deliver gaps 

EAL and SEND 
pupils make good 
progress in 
reading 
 

RH 
MF(SENDco) 
AM 
Class teachers 

Subscription to 
Lexia  
 
Ipads 
 
Headphones 

Data at PPM termly 
 
Assessments- 
(reading) 
STAR readers (KS2) 
 

    



 
Reading at Aspinal 

Chn have daily 
opportunities to 
complete Lexia 
minutes.  
 
Weekly sessions 
for Lexia to be 
delivered by 
learning mentor.  

 
Learning mentor 
(to deliver 
interventions).  
 
 

 

 

 

Objective 4: Children read for different purposes.  

Actions Success Criteria Persons 
Responsible 

Resources/ Cost Monitoring/ 
outcomes 

Progress made Further Actions/ 
Updates 

Termly prize draws 
for 100% quiz 
results in Y2 
upwards.  

AR displays in all 
classes Y2-6 to 
show 100% scores 
achieved.  
Prize draws at 
Xmas, Easter and 
end of year for 
100% achieved in 
celebration 
assemblies.  

RH 
Class teachers-
displays.  

3 x prizes for AR  
£90 

Learning 
walks- 
displays 
 

Aut 
 
  

Spr 
 
  

Sum  

Millionaire readers 
display regularly 
updated  

Children in KS2 
regularly read and 
quiz (engaged and 
enjoying reading).  

RH Millionaire tea 
(end of year once).  

Pupil voice 
AR data 

    

Give all children 
more opportunities 
to choose to read 

KS1 and 2 have an 
outdoor reading 
area for playtimes.  

RH  
AS 

Cost of outdoor 
reading areas. 
£650 each) 

Monitor 
lunchtimes/ 
playtimes. 

    



 
Reading at Aspinal 

 
KS2 book club on 
offer at lunchtime 
(once per week).  

 
 

 
Pupil voice 
 

Classroom 
environments 
encourage reading 
across the 
curriculum.  

Clearly display 
texts used in 
English and author 
read on WW 
 
Texts linked to 
topic and science 
displayed on units 
next to displays.  
 
50 age appropriate 
must reads 
available in all 
classes R-Y6 
available for 
children to read 
and tick off (lists in 
back of RR).  

RH 
Class teachers- 
keep classroom 
reading a priority.  

Year group 50 
texts (some still to 
order).  
 
Add additional 
texts for science 
and topic 
 
Invest in clear 
display holders.  
 
 
 
 

Pupil voice 
Learning 
walks 
Observations 
 

    

Set up chn reading 
club at lunchtime 
one day per week.  
(Y6 reading 
ambassadors).  

Chn enjoy reading 
and encourage 
others to read for 
pleasure. 
 
Chn can discuss 
what they have 
read with less 
prompts from 
teachers.  

RH 
Y6 pupils 

Hot choc/ drinks/ 
snacks 
 
Notebooks for 
discussions 
 
 

     

 



 
Reading at Aspinal 

Objective 5: Phonics results in KS1 are improved and close to national average.  

Actions Success Criteria Persons 
Responsible 

Resources/ Cost Monitoring/ 
outcomes 

Progress made Further Actions/ 
Updates 

High quality 
teaching of 
phonics allows 
most pupils to 
catch up quickly 
and make good 
progress.   

Phonics delivered 
twice a day in 
Reception and Y1 to 
catch up quickly.  
 
Phonics 
interventions take 
place.  
 
Phonics homework 
and key words are 
sent home weekly.  

CB 
KC and AMc 
CC- phase lead 
 
RH/ AS monitor 

Phonics play 
subscription 
 
Phonics resources 
 
Phonics tracker 
 
 

Phonics 
tracker data 
 
PPM 
 
Observations 

Aut 
 
  

Spr 
 
  

Sum  

Intervention 
programmes used 
to support 
phonemic 
awareness.  

Toe by toe used to 
support early 
readers for letter/ 
sound 
correspondence.  
 
 

RH 
CC- phase lead 
KC/AMc 
TAs in KS1 

Toe by Toe book 
(already have one) 
 
 

Phonics 
tracker data 
 
Phonics 
screening 
data 
 
Reading data 

    

 



 

 


