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Dear Parents/Carers

We have had an amazing start to our Spring Term. Pupils came 
back after the Christmas break full of excitement, and have been 
eager to learn. I have seen some outstanding learning from our 
pupils this half term, and I am very impressed with the standard of 
writing across the academy. I am sure all the pupils will continue to 
shine when they return after February’s half term break.

Extra-Curricular activities have been hugely popular again. Lots of 
pupils attending a wide range of activities. Miss Clayton has started 
a school choir, with children practising one lunch time. It is lovely to 
see their enthusiasm and hear the amazing talent coming from the 
hall. I am sure we will be able to share this with you all very soon.

A reminder that we are on Twitter @oasisaspinal. Please do 
follow us as we tweet events that are happening in school and 
any reminders.

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to welcoming 
you back at 8.50am on Monday 25th February 2019.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Best wishes
Mrs S. Ryan – Associate Principal

Contact us anytime at...

@oasisaspinal

www.oasisacademyaspinal.org0161 223 0053

admin@oasisaspinal.org

Welcome!

@oasisaspinal
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Nursery
This half term, Nursery have been learning about the Senses. 

We have particularly enjoyed stories that are illustrated by Eric Carle 
e.g. ‘Brown Bear What Do You See?’ and ‘Polar Bear What Do You 
Hear?’ We have built a bear’s cave in the classroom, and learned all 
about animals that hibernate in the winter time. Look at the bear masks 
we made to disguise ourselves! Our friends had to listen carefully and 
try to guess the mystery growler!

Nursery have also been celebrating Chinese New Year. Did you know 
that 2019 is The Year of the Pig? We made a giant dragon for our 
dragon dance, and we made some lucky money bags which we hope to 
fill with goodies to bring us good luck. 

We are very lucky to welcome back Paul Lomas every Friday morning. 
He helps the children choose books from our lending library. Paul has 
a great time talking about the pictures and discussing the title with each 
child… then he stays for a toasty treat before leaving to drive his bus! 

Have a happy half term – with lots of hugs from your loved ones on 
Valentine’s Day. 

Best wishes from Miss Hardy & Mrs O’Brien

Chinese New Year
We have enjoyed learning about ‘Chinese New Year’. We 
have created a Chinese restaurant in the classroom and the 
children are busy being chefs and waiters! We have made 
Chinese dragons, practised writing Chinese numerals and 
have attempted to pick up objects using chopsticks!

Valentines Disco
The children had a wonderful time at our Valentine’s Disco.

Lateness
We have a number of pupils that are regularly late in the 
morning. Please note that our doors open at 8:45am and 
the register is taken at 8:55am. 

If your child is 5 minutes late each date that adds up to 25 
minutes of learning time that is lost. It is important that they 
arrive on time!

Next Term
Spelling Books
Next half term the children will be bring home spelling 
books. They will be learning to spell the key words that they 
have been learning to read.

There will be a parents evening in March to discuss your 
child’s achievements and progress - details to follow.

Have a lovely half term
Miss Bailey, Mrs Currie & Mrs O’Brien

Reception

Lucky bags

the Senses

Bear masks



What a great Spring 1 half-term we have had in Year 1!

Reading
The children are working very hard in their guided reading and phonic 
sessions but it is essential that this hard work and progress is supported 
through regular reading at home with an adult. Repetition and confidence 
building is key in your child becoming a successful reader and regular 
reading at home is a vital part of this. Reading with your child is also a 
special time for you to spend together. We look forward to hearing about 
the books your child has shared with an adult during the holidays. 

Maths
The children have been working extremely hard in their ‘Mathematics 
Mastery’ lessons. We have been using a range of practical equipment, visual 
imagery and mental and written methods to develop our understanding of 
addition and subtraction and concepts around telling the time.

E-Safety Awareness Assembly
The Year 1 class listened beautifully to a recent assembly about how to 
keep safe online. They learnt important information about being kind, 
not sharing information and stranger danger when using the internet and 
online gaming. We will follow up our learning about the SMART rule with 
further lessons in class.

Science
This term we have become ‘sense detectives’. We used all five of our 
senses to solve the mystery of the missing bear. We particularly enjoyed 
the taste test, where we got to try different foods. 

Africa
We have been finding out lots about the continent of Africa and have 
created information leaflets, maps and African landscapes. The children 
have loved reading the West African folktale ‘Too Much Talk’ which they 
have been avidly acting out, reciting, reading and writing. (Not to mention 
planning and writing their own versions of the story!)

Year 1 Phonic Tests
As explained at the Parents Meeting in September, Year 1 children will be 
completing the Government Phonic Screening tests in June. The children 
are working very hard in their phonic sessions. We will soon be sending 
home word packs of Real and Nonsense (also known as Alien) words 
for your child to practise reading with you at home. This will give them 
the opportunity to practise their skills of segmenting and blending and 
practise recall of phonemes taught. 

A huge thanks for all your continuing support.
Mrs Cragg, Miss Olley and Mrs Robinson

Year 1

Year 2
Where is the time going?

In English, we have spent the half term 
looking at traditional tales. We have 
looked at so many different aspects of 
grammar and used all these to write 
some phenomenal versions of Little Red 
Riding Hood. Resulting in the whole of 
year 2 receiving principal’s awards and 
wizard writer. I was so proud of what they 
achieved in this piece of writing.

In Maths, we have been focussing on 
multiplication and division. This has been 
a bit tricky for lots of us and something we 
will continue to work on through the next 
half term.

In Science we have continued our
topic ‘All about Plants’, understanding the
life cycle of a plant. We really enjoyed
leaning about the plants we eat and 
we were excited to have a visit from 
Warbutons. Their expert taught us all about 
healthy eating and how to make delicious 
sandwiches filled with colourful fruit
and vegetables.

In Topic, we have started our Arctic 
Adventure topic. We have created 
beautiful artwork of Arctic landscapes and 
recreated the Aurora Borealis with chalks. 
We have also looked countries, which fall 
in the Arctic Circle, ask your child to teach 
you these countries. We have also begun 
to the look at the similarities between an 
Arctic summer and winter.

The children have built a little more 
independence this half term and begun 
to work under their own initiative, which is 
crucial in getting ready for the juniors. Lots 
more children are reading on a regular 
basis, which is having a huge impact on 
the progress, they are making. Please 
continue to practise spellings, phonics and 
maths key skills with your children. If you 
would like any further help with this, please 
come and talk to the Year 2 team.

We hope you have a fantastic break.
Miss Cairns & Miss Morrison

Plants

Arctic landscapes

Chalks



We have had a fantastic half term in Year 3! The children came back after their 
Christmas holiday a little taller and ready to learn. 

The children have continued using Times Table Rockstars and this has helped 
them during their maths lessons, when learning about multiplication and division. 
They learnt to use the column method to solve multiplication problems and the bus 
stop method to solve division problems. After this, the children looked at telling the 
time. They are now able to tell the time to the nearest minute and read an analogue 
clock with Roman numerals. The children also learnt how to read a 24-hour clock. 
Sometimes they found time a little tricky, but they persevered and smashed it! During 
our maths meeting we have been looking at 2-D and 3-D shapes. They are now able 
to name and describe 2-D and 3-D shapes according to their properties. 

In English, we have been reading the text, The Vanishing Rainforest. The children 
went on a jungle run through the rainforest. We crawled through caves, over fallen 
trunks and managed to avoid becoming a tiger’s lunch. Through role-play and 
drama, the children understand the characters and the importance of protecting the 
rainforest. They wrote fantastic diary entries as the character Moawa, describing how 
he was cheated by the evil Nabe. 

Our new topic this term is The Rainforest. So far, we have learnt where Rainforests 
are found and about the rainforest climate. After, we wrote and performed weather 
forecasts. The children have also learnt about the different layers of the rainforest 
and the animals and plants that live there. The children split into groups and built the 
different layers of the forest for a display in our classroom. This topic will continue 
next half term and everybody is excited to learn more. 

In science, our topic has been Animals including Humans. The children have 
amazed me with their knowledge and enthusiasm during the topic. We looked at the 
nutrients our body needs to survive and what foods contain these nutrients. After, we 
researched the bones in our bodies and made skeletons, naming all of the bones. 

Thank you for your continued support, ensuring the children are reading each night 
and completing their home learning. Remember to use Times Table Rockstars and 
Education City. These are both secure websites that are fun and will support your 
child’s learning. 

Have a wonderful half term holiday.
Miss Clayton and Mrs Robinson

Our new 
topic this 

term is The 
Rainforest



Year 4 have had an amazing start to the New Year. 

In Maths, we have carried on learning about multiplication and 
division. Recalling and using multiplication and division facts for 
multiplication tables up to 12 x 12. During this, children have 
been learning how to multiply and divide mentally by recognising 
and using factor pairs. This has enabled the class to multiply and 
divide two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one digit number 
using formal written layout.  

Our topic focus this term is ‘All around the World’, which is why in 
English our book focus was ‘Journey’ by Aaron Becker. The book 
is about a young girl who found a red crayon in her bedroom, she 
drew a door on her wall which lead to her imaginary world. The 
book has no words, so Year 4’s challenge was to write a narrative 
of the journey the young girl went on. Throughout, the class had 
a variety of grammar focuses, which has meant that their final 
pieces of work were all to a high standard. The children used 
imagination, detail, description and creativity to make their writing 
come to life!

In topic we have had a geography focus, learning about the 
World. In lessons children have taken a closer look at where 
the countries of the world are located and some of the ways 
geographers describe locations. Year 4 have learnt how to locate 
and describe places using longitude and latitude, and found out 
about some of the important lines that delineate specific areas 
of the Earth. From learning about the lines of longitude, children 
have developed a better understand of time zones.  

Finally, in science our new unit as ‘States of Matter’. We started 
by looking at the differences between solids, liquids and gases, 
classifying objects and identifying their properties. Year 4 have 
worked scientifically in an investigation to find out the weight of 
gas. To finish off the unit, the children have explored in-depth 
how water changes state, exploring melting, freezing, condensing 
as well as a particular focus on evaporation. As well, they learnt 
about the stages of a water cycle and have created posters to 
teach other children about what they have learnt.

If you have any further questions please feel free to ring 
school and leave a message or catch me in the playground 
before or after school. 

Thanks
Miss Dale

Year 4



It has been a term bustling with activity. 

The children have been immersed in creative writing, solving tricky problems 
in Maths.

In English the children have been reading an amazing book called ‘The 
Firebird’. The book is a Russian folktale, which the children have enjoyed 
tremendously. We read part way through the story and the children had 
to work collaboratively to create fantastic resolutions and endings - they 
were surprised to find that there are stories with unfinished endings. So, 
most children challenged themselves and wrote stories with a twist or an 
unfinished ending. They are an absolute delight to read. As well as story 
writing, the children wrote amazing description of one of the main characters 
in the book - The Firebird! They started by drawing their own firebird 
using the clues from the text as well as their own imaginations - and what 
ostentatious birds they created!

In Maths the children have been multiplying and dividing whole numbers 
up to 4 digits with numbers up to two digits. We kick started the maths by 
using place value counters to understand the notion and the fundamental 
principles of exchanging. As the children became confident with the skills, 
they conquered some tricky problems. 

The children were super excited to start our new topic in science - 
‘Properties of changing materials’. Initially we tackled difficult scientific 
vocabulary such as: solute, insoluble, soluble, mixture and dissolving. 
The children then went on to conducting investigations where they had to 
separate more than two materials from a mixture using the technique of 
sieving, filtering and evaporating. During their learning, the children realised 
the importance of making links to prior learning- such as the water cycle. 

This half term, the children were introduced to our new topic, ‘Extreme 
Earth’. During their learning, the children explored different natural 
phenomena and how they occurred. As well as this, they had to distinguish 
the main difference between weather and climate - this was difficult to 
begin with but they got it in the end. The children were able to 
use atlases to locate certain places in the world which 
experience extreme weather. Moreover, the children 
produced a brilliant non-chronological report on the 
water cycle, which was an absolute delight to read.

At Oasis Academy Aspinal, we value the home-school 
partnership in building successful futures for all our 
children. Therefore, I would like to urge you to read daily 
with your child and ask thought provoking questions. Please 
encourage your child to learn their times tables using their 
Times Table Rock Stars.

Thank you 
Miss Malik

Year 5



Welcome back and I hope your 2019 has started positively! 
Year 6 have come back and have started some new learning in 
all areas.

In English, we have read and been understanding Michael 
Morpurgo’s War Horse. As a result of this, we have been 
researching and writing a set of instructions to help the character 
Joey teach his new horse how to plough in order to keep him. The 
children have learnt how to use semi colons, apostrophes, brackets 
or dashes for extra information and subordinating conjunctions. We 
are also having SPAG meetings in our afternoon sessions to learn 
some more of the tricky grammar words we need to understand. 
Handwriting has also been a huge focus and all children are trying 
hard to practise and improve. 

In maths, we have been recapping our understanding of fractions. 
The children have learnt to add, subtract, multiply and divide 
fractions as well as how to simplify and convert fractions. They have 
just begun to dive into the world of algebra and were really surprised at how simple it 
was! There will be more of this to come. 

Many children are still having troubles with their multiplication and division; therefore 
it is important that they practise using their online ‘Timestable Rockstars’ (they have 
their log in on the cover of their reading records) or even practise writing them down 
in order to be fluent and confident with them. 

Our new topic about World War Two has intrigued and inspired many of the children 
to bring in their own knowledge and home discussions to share with the class about 
their own grandparents experiences. We have learnt about the countries involved 
and world leaders; about the reasons why the war started; and 
about some of the tactics used in war over time which led to World 
War Two changing everything! 

The past two weeks have been a whole school focus around 
E-safety and Children’s Mental Health awareness week! We have 
had an assembly on each as a whole school and then in class have 
taken part in discussions and activities which have developed our 
understanding. There was a poster sent home and some activities 
we have done to make our adults aware of what dangers or 
problems we may need help with. 

The children have earned a well-deserved break over half term! 
Miss Hughes

YEAR 6 OUR NEW 
TOPIC IS 
ABOUT 
WORLD WAR 
TWO

PROM DONATIONS
Thank you for the donations towards the end of year Prom! 

We currently have £95.60!  This is brilliant! Keep sending in your 20p’s!



Community 
Matters

World Book Day
This year we will be celebrating World Book Day on Tuesday March 5th. Our theme this year is Space.  We will be inviting some special visitors into school so that children can take part in some exciting science based workshops linked to our theme.  Children will be invited to dress up on the day.  All proceeds from the Valentine Disco will be used towards supporting the event.

PTA Meeting
Many thanks to the parents who attended our 

recent coffee morning.  We shared the 

success of Phase 1 

Active Families, and 

recruited some new 

families for Phase 2.  

We also looked at a 

draft questionnaire which 

we hope that all parents 

will complete at our next 

parents evening.  We hope 

to use your responses to 

help us address the needs of 

your community. 
Your voice is important to us!

Our school councillors recently nominated two Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 
from each class in KS2. They were chosen to represent the class as they 
are always reliable and demonstrate many of the 9 Habits that we are 
trying to practise every day eg Honesty, Compassion and Humility. This 
week they received some training from Emma Pilling (Manchester Healthy 
Schools) as part of National Mental Health Awareness Week. She showed how Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have been successful in other schools, through raising awareness around mental health, modelling great behaviour and setting up a Buddying Scheme in the playground. You can see some of the guidance they received below. Look out for the new Pupil Voice page in our next Newsletter for an update on their activities.

Year Three Georgio Albanese & Lacey EvansYear Four Jayden Davies & Shanti Tottoh HendryYear Five Mia McCourt & Kennedy AndersonYear Six Eve O’Brien & Kristiyan Zdravkov

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors

E-Safety Week
As part of e-safety week, 

pupils attended an 

assembly by Emma Pilling 

from Manchester Healthy 

Schools.  She reminded 

pupils about how to stay 

safe on-line, and about the 

impact our actions can have 

on others if unkind words 

are shared on gaming 

sites and social media.  All 

children received follow up 

lessons in class about how 

to stay SMART online.


