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Dear Parents/Carers

It has been an amazing year this year. It has been lovely to watch the pupils grow 
and change. They have shared some amazing learning with me, and I am proud 
of what they have achieved. 

This half term has been a busy one. We have had an amazing aspirations 
week. It was lovely to see so many visitors in school. Our pupils were polite 
and inquisitive, and they enjoyed sharing their plans for the future. XFactor was 
a huge success. We are very lucky to have so many talented pupils at Oasis 
Academy Aspinal. It was a fantastic turn out. Another success was our Summer 
Fair. Thank you for all your donations and continued support with all of our 
events.

Following on from our Superhero day last half term, pupils are using the 
language of Building Learning Power to develop their learning habits. Hearing 
them using the language of learning is fantastic.
 
I want to thank all of the parents/carers and pupils for all their support and hard 
work during my time here at Oasis Academy Aspinal. I have loved 
every minute working here, and it has been a pleasure to be part of 
such a fantastic community. I am sure that I will see you all again, and I 
will keep in touch to see how everyone is getting on.

I wish you all a wonderful summer. Keep safe and have lots of fun. The 
staff at Aspinal with see you in September to continue your learning 
journey here at Oasis Academy Aspinal.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns.

Mrs S. Ryan – Associate Principal

Contact us anytime at...

@oasisaspinal

www.oasisacademyaspinal.org0161 223 0053

admin@oasisaspinal.org
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Attendance

Nursery  91.44%
Reception  94.33%
Year 1  95.22%
Year 2  95.88%
Year 3  96.01%
Year 4  96.01%
Year 5  94.67%
Year 6  93.46%

Welcome!



How quickly this year has passed – it 
doesn’t seem 5 minutes since your little 
ones were starting their gradual admission 
with us and now they are all grown up and 
ready for Year 1!

Amazing progress
We have had a very busy half term – 
completing Topics and assessments – we are 
delighted with the FANTASTIC progress each 
child has made – Well Done!

The children enjoyed ‘Aspirations Week’
They took part in a cricket workshop, found out 
‘what they need to do if they want to become a 
doctor! And were completely chilled out when 
they took part in a ‘yoga’ workshop.

X Factor 
We were lucky to be able to watch some of the 
acts that took part in this years X Factor – they 
have been busy planning what they will do next 
year - watch this space

Graduation Assembly
Thank you for attending the ‘Graduation 
Assembly’ - I’m sure that you were so proud of 
the children.

Thank You for all your support once again 
this year – there will be a meeting in the first 
weeks of the new term to share information 
about Year 1 expectations and routines.

Have a lovely Summer Holiday!
Miss Bailey, Mrs Currie & Mrs O’Brien

Reception

Nursery
This half term, our topic has been ‘Going Places’. We have been learning 
all about different forms of transport, and about the world beyond our 
own community. 

We found lots of learning opportunities around the stories ‘The Train Ride’ 
by June Crebbin and Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car by John Burningham. We 
sequenced numerals to 10 by putting the carriages in order, we learned about 
money by paying for tickets and counted the passengers in each carriage. 
We made a train in the Hall to support role play, then had more fun building 
another train outside…..All aboard!! The children also learned about 2D 
shapes by assembling their own collage and describing it to their friends.

During Aspirations Week, the children enjoyed a visit from Dr Mo. He showed 
them what was inside his medical bag, and told them how to keep healthy and 
avoid spreading germs that make us poorly. They also took part in a simple 
yoga workshop, run by our special guest Alexis Flexx. The children made lots 
of animal shapes by stretching and bending their bodies in response to a story.

To celebrate the end of the summer term we will be visiting Smithills farm in 
Bolton where we can find out more about a working farm. We are also looking 
forward to our Nursery Graduation, where we will celebrate our achievements 
before moving up to Reception class in September. We have really enjoyed 
helping you to become independent learners and wish you every success.

Best wishes from Miss Hardy and Mrs O’Brien

Another year over!



What a brilliant Summer term we have had in Year 1! 
Aspirations Week
Our year 1 class thoroughly enjoyed aspirations week where they had the 
chance to: • play tennis with a tennis instructor • try yoga • interview a doctor
Alongside learning some new skills, the children had an opportunity to reflect 
on the types of things they might enjoy doing when they are older.

Super Learning Day
Dressed as superheroes, the children enjoyed a great day of problem-solving 
and creative activities to develop their awareness of the skills they draw upon 
to become independent and motivated learners. Learning powers such as 
independently choosing and using resources, managing distractions and 
thinking about what you are going to do next have all been skills we have 
started developing this term.

The X-Factor
We are so proud of all our Year 1 contestants who took part in the X-Factor 
this year! What confidence, dedication and talent we have witnessed! (Not to 
mention some fun rehearsal time in class!)

Year 1 Phonic Screens
We could not be prouder, or have asked any more, of our children in their 
recent phonic screens. All the children were so grown-up and tried their very 
best. Well done Year 1!

Smithills Open Farm Trip
We had a fantastic, sunny day at the farm! All the children has a donkey 
ride where even our most nervous children had a turn. We enjoyed pets 
corner where the children held chicks and stroked rabbits, guinea pigs, owls, 
Alpacas and goats. A bumpy tractor ride took us to see great views back over 
Manchester where all the children had the opportunity to feed the donkeys 
and horses. The children really enjoyed watching the nosey meerkats and 
had great fun feeding goats and sheep by hand. We also had a milking 
demonstration and tried some of the creamy Smithills milk when we returned 
to school. Phew! What a lot we packed into a day!

Farewell and thank you Miss Olley!
We have been so lucky, and very grateful, to have had the wonderful Miss 
Olley as our Thursday/Friday teacher this year. We are sad to say that Miss 
Olley will be leaving us in July but wish her lots of luck in her new job as she 
has a brand new Year 1 class to go to in September! 

We would like to take this opportunity to say a huge well done to our 
brilliant Year 1 children and wish them all the very best in Year 2. Have a 
wonderful Summer! 

Mrs Cragg, Miss Olley and Mrs Robinson

What a great year it has been?

In English, we have been amazing 
authors. We published two beautiful 
pieces of writing; we made a narrative 
with a problem where a big, scary animal 
was frightened of a small creature. 
Everyone created beautiful presented 
books. We then created a fascinating non-
chronological report about pirates. 

In Maths, we have been focussing on 
shape and measure, we have understood 
the names and properties of 2d and 
3d shapes and we have learnt to use 
standard units of measure.

In Science we started continued our topic 
all about growing, changing and being 
healthy. The children understood the major 
differences we face and learn growing 
from a baby to an adult. We also learnt 
how to keep ourselves clean and how to 
eat healthy to help our development.

In Topic, we have started our Seaside 

topic. The children have learnt about 
seasides around the UK and compared 
them to seasides around the world. We 
looked at common human and physical 
features we would see at these locations. 
We then used a compass to move around 
a map. Not only this, we recapped our 
knowledge of the UK, continents and 
oceans of the world.

The children have had a busy term, we 
completed our Secret Agent Training tests 
and they all took them in their stride and 
tried their best which was lovely to see. 
We are seeing so many lightbulbs turn on 
everyday it is so nice to see. The children 
have grown and matured so much across 
the year they are now ready for their move 
into the juniors.

It has been an absolute pleasure 
working with these children this year; 
I cannot believe how quickly the time 
has gone. Year 2 – YOU ROCK! Have 
an awesome time over the summer and 
good luck for Year 3.

Year  1

Year 2



YEAR
In English, after Year 4 looked at the 
different stories of Cinderella written 
all around the world, they worked 
really hard to write up their own 
story based in Egypt. Everyone had to 
work really hard to gather background 
information about Egypt which then 
allowed them to have cultural clues 
within their story. There were some 
tough decisions, like who their main 
character was, who their bad character 
was, who helped poor Cinderella (or 
Cleopatra in an Egyptian Cinderella) and 
who their royal character was. Building 
up all of this allowed Year 4 to map out 
their very own fairy-tale story and write 
up a wonderful, magical tale. I was so 
impressed with every single one of them 
and the amount of enthusiasm shown 
from all! Now, we have been looking 
into Zoos, creating arguments as to why 
they are a good thing and why they are 
not. From their research and points of 
views, the children have written up a 
persuasive letter whether to keep the 
zoo open or get it shut down.

For the past few weeks, Year 4 have 
worked incredibly hard to revise and 
practice their 12 times tables. They 
absolutely smashed their times table 
assessment and really impressed 
me with how quickly they could recall 
them. As well as times table test, Year 
4 worked so hard before assessment 
week revising and during assessment 
week completing all the different 

assessments. Each and every one of 
them persevered and tried really hard, 
even when a question was a challenge. 
After that, we started a new unit of 
work, properties of shapes. Year 4 have 
used their Year 3 knowledge and really 
amazed me with how much they already 
know and remember. We have even 
had a lesson out in the sun, teaching 
each other about acute, obtuse and right 
angles. 

The Ancient Egyptian workshop has 
come and gone and what an amazing 
day it was! It was an interactive 
workshop that introduced children to 
the fascinating world of the Ancient 
Egyptians through the eyes of an 
Egyptologist, Ian. He took Year 4 on 
a journey through the mysteries of 
mummification, observing various 
and amazing real-life artefacts, 
understanding and acting out the death 
of a Pharaoh and even playing a board 
game Hounds and Jackals.

I cannot quite grasp this is my last half 
term with Year 4. It has been an absolute 
pleasure teaching them all and I am so 
sad that the end is near. 

Thank you to all the children and 
parents for all the support throughout 
the year. I hope everyone has an 
amazing summer break. 

Miss Dale

What an amazing year we have had in 
Year 3. It is hard to believe a year has 
gone by already. We are so proud of all 
the children and the effort they have put 
in throughout the year. 

This half term, we have continued with the 
Victorians topic. Our trip to Clayton Hall was 
a great success and the children enjoyed it 
very much. They all looked fantastic in their 
Victorian costume and the adults joined in 
too. Clayton Hall commented on how well 
behaved and polite they all were. Since 
our visit, the children have written some 
wonderful diary entries as a Victorian child. 

In Maths, the children have been problem 
solving, including problems involving 
money. We have looked at measurement 
and different units of measure. Their 
problem solving skills are developing and 
they are beginning to challenge themselves 
by looking deeper into problems, finding 
more than one way to solve a problem.

During Science, we have looked at light. 
We investigated reflective material and 
shadows. We have also looked at the 
different types of rocks, how they are 
grouped and how fossils are formed. 

There has been a lot happening around 
school this half term. A Doctor, an engineer, 
an artist and an explorer visited us, for 
aspirations week. The children also took 
part in dance classes, yoga classes and 
football skills sessions throughout the 
week to try something new. It was a great 
success and they enjoyed experiencing 
new things and meeting new people. 
Some of the children took to the stage and 
performed in our annual X Factor show. 
They gave it their all rehearsing every 
lunchtime and working together as groups 
to put on a fantastic show. We were super 
proud of all of them. 

Thank you for your continued support 
this year and we hope you have a 
wonderful summer.
Miss Clayton and Mrs Reding

YEAR 3

victorian 

costumes

Clayton Hall



What a wonderful half term we had! Year 5 
have been a pleasure to teach.

Our English topic this half term has been  
‘Stop Plastic Pollution!’ We have watched Blue 
Planet 2 and looked at the impact that plastics 
pollution has on our oceans. They have 
researched to discover key facts, and have 
written a persuasive letter about the topic. 
Alongside this, they have also produced some 
fantastic posters to display around school.

In Maths, we have developing and revising key 
mathematical skills and concepts, for example, 
square and cube numbers, roman numerals 
and fractions. It has been great to see how 
far they have come. They are much more 
confident.

We have explored Ancient Greece a little 
bit more this half term. We have looked at 
Athens, Sparta and Greek warfare. They 
have researched Gods & Goddesses, and 
compared the ancient Olympic Games with the 
modern ones we see on our televisions today. 
To finish off our topic this half term, we had 

wonderful visitors who brought history to life. 
It was brilliant to see everyone engaged, and 
I think all the activities were a huge success. 
After the visit, each pupil wrote a letter of 
thanks and shared what they enjoyed most. 

As a class we had a great day at Wright 
Robinson. Children took part in a variety of 
activities, and got a feel of what daily life is 
like in High School. They even sampled the 
delights of the canteen. 

The pupils that took part in the ‘Bike Right’ 
sessions, had a wonderful time. They learnt 
the basics of how to control their bike and 
make an off-road trip. They also, learnt bike & 
road safety.

We will miss you all, it has been lovely 
teaching you this term, and you have all 
achieved great things. We are so proud.
Have an amazing summer.

Thank you
Mrs Ryan & Mrs Greenwood.

YEAR 5

Here we are at the last half term of year 6! 
Where has the time gone? I am sure that 
all of the children will agree that this has 
been the best half term of them all! 

Firstly, I would like to take the time to thank 
all of you for your generous contributions to 
the fundraiser activities the children have run, 
and if it wasn’t for you, they would not have 
been as successful as they have been! 

Our target was to raise around £500 to cover 
the cost needed for the children to have a 
leavers’ hoodie each and some money to 
decorate and provide food for the prom. 
It is will excitement that I tell you we have 
absolutely smashed the target!!! Below is a 
breakdown of the money raised by each of 
the activities:

Splash event £110
Home-made lemonade sales £51.91
Car Wash £37.87
Bingo  £90.25
Personalised Keyrings £82.25

The children have also had the opportunity 
to widen their horizons this term with a range 

of different activities. Some took part in their 
Bike Right certificates; some have attended 
the Bridgewater hall for the Big Sing; and all 
of them have learnt to play the recorder- and 
have loved every minute of it! 

During our recent Aspirations week, Year 6 
started to think about what they want to be 
when they grow up and research how to get 
there. They presented their findings to the 
class and were surprised by how long it can 
take to get to their chosen careers and also 
how much they could earn in a year. We had 
some great visitors including an artist and 
an engineer for Siemens- who even inspired 
Miss Hughes to want to change career! He 
was THAT convincing! 

All of the children have come back from their 
transition days excited and full of information 
ready to start their new journey at high 
school. 

It has been a pleasure to have them this 
year and I hope they look forward to the 
last few weeks of enjoyment! 

Miss Hughes

Car Wash
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Year 6



Community Matters

Nursery/Reception unit: Miss Bailey (EYFS Lead) 

and Mrs O’Brien and Mrs Currie

Year 1: Mrs Cragg/Mrs McDonald and Miss Stringer

Year 2: Miss Cairns and Mrs Reding

Year 3: Miss Clayton and Miss Morrison

Year 4: Miss Dale and Mr Beeston

Year 5: Miss Webster and Mrs Ridland

Year 6: Miss Hughes and Mrs Robinson

Nurture Room: Miss Myatt/Miss Lamb

SENDCO: Mr Foster
Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Murphy/Mr Foster

PPA cover: Miss Hardy

Staff list for 2019/20

A big thank you to everyone who came to the Summer 

Fair and supported us with their generous donations. The 

grand total will be announced shortly. Your contribution will 

make a welcome top up to our School Fund. Many schools 

these days are suffering with the impact of underfunding, 

so fund raising is becoming an integral part of school life, 

providing necessary extras such as playground equipment, 

curriculum enhancements and consumable resources. We 

would like to offer special thanks to the following parents 

and helpers who gave up their afternoon to help prepare 

and manage a stall:

Michelle Terry and Leonie – Bottle and Jars

Sophie Brophy – Hook A Duck

Ray Longden – Notebooks and Jotters

Stacey Burnley – Pint Pot Prizes

Donna Thomond – Cakes & Biscuits

Claire McPhillips – Teddy Tombola.

Harrison Clayton – Beat the Goalie.

Your support is much appreciated. And thankyou to all our 

Y6 pupils who helped to manage the stalls and tidy up 

afterwards. 

Aspirations week
We invited a number of visitors in for Aspirations Week. Children 
listened to a number of people from different walks of life to hear 
about their experiences and inspire them to consider their own 
futures. Many thanks to all our contributors, and we hope that 
the activities they offered have opened their eyes to many new 
possibilities ahead.

Shireen Ashton is an actor. She has made many TV 
appearances. The children in KS2 enjoyed her drama 
workshop.

Ben McDonald is a former pupil. The children 
enjoyed hearing about his journey from school to the 
RAF, then graduating to become a robotics engineer 
at Siemens.

Nancy Marrs is an architect and a successful 
artist. She combines words and pictures to create 
memorable works of art.

Isaac Murray told us about his fund raising adventure 
across 26 countries for refugees and sustainability 
projects.

In the run up to Wimbledon, we saw many rising stars 
when Mark Cowley’s coaching scheme came to offer 
tennis taster sessions to children in Reception, Y1 
and Y2

Don Grant is a local artist whose football T-shirt 
design went viral worldwide. It was worn by Vincent 
Kompany himself when Manchester City greeted the 
crowds on the open top bus following their recent 
victory.

Wayne from West Gorton JFC came to coach our 
own Lionesses and develop their football skills. Who 
knows, maybe one of our girls will be in the national 
squad in years to come?

Doctor Mo came with his medical bag to show pupils 
what each instrument was for. They learned how 
doctors can help to prevent illness, and keep us 
healthy.

Alexis Flexx came to introduce our pupils to yoga and 
how it can help us to relax. Learning how to maintain 
good mental health is an important part of growing 
up.

The boys attended a dance workshop lead by Saffron 
from the TDS Dance Academy. Despite some initial 
reservations, a good time was had by all. Well done 
boys for trying something new!

I would like to thank Emma O’Brien a parent in school. In partnership 
with Salford University Emma has thought about the families attending 
OAA.

As part of a research project Emma has nominated school to 
enable us to have taken delivery of Pampers Nappies and various 
wipes. Many families have benefited from this very generous 
donation. We have also shared these items with local charities 
and the Oasis Centre in Gorton who also support lots of local 
families in the area. Well done and many thanks Emma!

X-Factor 2019
It took 2 presenters, 3 judges, 7 mentors, 17 acts, 47 contestants, 160 tickets sold and 200 portions of fish and chips..., but only one winner! Congratulations to Omotayo and Nicole who danced their way to victory as the Feisty Fairies! A massive thank you to everyone who contributed to a great evening, and to all the parents and friends who came to support them.


