
At Oasis Aspinal we…

Aspire, 
Aim high, 
Achieve December 2019 | Issue 8

Dear Parents/Carers

We have had a fantastic term. It has been a very busy one! The children 
have all worked extremely hard. Year 1 enjoyed their trip to Bramall Hall 
and found out lots of interesting information for their history topic. Year 2 
have enjoyed looking at our school in the past and the old school records. 
The records are displayed in the main reception area, please feel free 
to come and have a look! The children have all enjoyed rehearsing and 
performing their nativities and carol concerts. Thank you to everyone who 
attended parents evening and completed the Parent View questionnaire, 
we have had very positive feedback.

Thank you to all the parents who have signed up to Class Dojo this is a 
great way for teachers to share messages with yourselves. If you haven’t 
signed up yet please speak to your class teacher for more information.

Also a big thank you to your support with attendance we have had a 
few illnesses lately but we are in line with the national average with our 
whole school attendance and it is showing in the children’s work as fewer 
lessons are being missed.

Can I remind parents school starts at 8:50am. Please ensure your child is 
in the playground lined up with their class. We have a number of children 
coming in late through the front door and they are missing learning time.

Thank you to all the parents who have attended our reading sessions 
on Tuesday mornings. All parents/carers are welcome into school every 
Tuesday from 8.50-9.15am to read with their children. 

We have changed our curriculum slightly this year, the long term plans 
can be found on our website: www.oasisacademyaspinal.org. We also 
have our school twitter account @OasisAspinal.

I hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and New Year!

Thank you all for your continued support. We look forward to seeing 
you back in school in the New Year on Monday 6th January.

A Sweeting - Principal

Contact us anytime at...

@oasisaspinal

www.oasisacademyaspinal.org0161 223 0053

admin@oasisaspinal.org
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Welcome!

Attendance
Nursery 88%
Reception 93.3%
Year 1  96.1%
Year 2  95.4%
Year 3  96.8%
Year 4  95.3%
Year 5  96.5%
Year 6  96.4%

Whole 

school  

95.7%



EYFS News
A Miracle in Town
(It certainly was a Miracle! - so many illnesses on the run up to the 
performance this year.) It was lovely to see so many of you at our 
Nativity performance. I’m sure that you were really impressed by the 
children – they were amazing!!!

They looked fantastic in their costumes - Thank you so much

Autumn Wellie Walk
Thank you for supporting our annual event. We have raised enough 
money to purchase our outdoor sandpit - look out for that in the coming 
months. A big thanks to everyone that contributed – either with sponsor 
forms or donations. Im sure ALL the children will love it!

Home Reading
I’d just like to say ‘Thank You’ for the amazing job you are doing at home 
supporting the children with their reading. It is obvious by their progress 
and your comments that they are having regular practise with their 
books and the key words at home - Well Done!

Have a wonderful 
Christmas break and 
Thank You for your 
continued support

Miss Bailey, Mrs Currie 
and Mrs O’Brien



Year 1
What a busy half term we’ve had in Year 1!

In English the children have been learning about the non-fiction genres instructions 
and recounts and have produced some lovely writing. They are continuing to make 
progress with their reading, thank you so much for your support with reading at home, 
it truly does make all the difference. It’s been lovely to see some of you in class on 
Tuesday morning’s reading with your child, fostering a love of reading at an early age 
is so important.

In Maths we have been focussing on addition and subtraction strategies using the 
part-whole methods and number lines.

In Science we have been learning all about seasonal changes. The children enjoyed 
making bird feeders to feed birds during the cold winter months.

In History the children have become real Historians and have enjoyed finding out 
about what life would have been like for their grandparents when they were children. 
We had a brilliant day at Bramhall Hall, it really brought our topic to life for the children.

Thank you for your continued support.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas,
Mrs Cragg, Mrs McDonald & Miss Stringer

How the time flies when we’re having fun!

In English, we have been focussing on the building independence within our 
writing. We have focussed on letter writing and read the day the crayons quit. 

We then had a disaster when our own chairs quit! We had to write to them and 
convince them to come back and because the children produced phenomenal 

letters, they returned. We then used all our skills to write a letter to the Big 
Man himself, Santa.

In Maths, we have been practising and playing games around our number 
bonds. This is something we need to do in order to make us as fluent as 

possible. We have also been focussing on using the most efficient method 
to help us solve equations. We have then begun to visit our new knowledge 

around multiplication and division. 

In Science, we started our growing and changing topic. In this topic, we learnt 
about having babies and laying eggs, pregnancy, developmental changes as 

we grow up and what humans need to grow and live a healthy lifestyle.

In Topic, we have learnt about our school throughout history. We have become 
increasingly confident at building timelines and using the chronology we 

have already learnt to help map out history. The children particularly enjoyed 
learning about a Victorian classroom.

The children have tried hard this half term and we have crammed so much in, 
including all the fun festive activities. 

We hope you have a fantastic break and enjoy the special time with your 
families. We will see you back in school on Monday 6th January 2020.

Year 2
Babies

Growth

Pregnancy



The end of the term is here and what a fantastic half term 
it has been. As part of our history topic, the children have 
looked at changes that happened in the local area during 
the Victorian era. We started with our trip to Clayton Hall. 
The children enjoyed their time as Victorians and the adults 
did too. They made an impression on the staff and they 
commented on how well-mannered and well behaved they 
were. 

In English, the children studied a variety of information text and 
wrote their own report on Tigers. They are super and we learnt 
some very interesting facts about tigers while researching the 
information for our reports.

In Maths, we focused on statistics, addition and subtraction. The 
children are able to read and interpret charts and graphs. They 
also collected their own data and recorded it on a tally chart and 
bar graph. Addition and subtraction was a number rollercoaster 
but with hard work and perseverance, the children smashed it! 

During science, our topic was Animals including Humans. We 
looked at the types of nutrition needed and learnt the scientific 
names for human bones. Thank you for your wonderful 
skeletons. They have been on display in Year 3 and everybody 
who visited our classroom commented on how fantastic they 
were. 

I am sure you will agree the children were superb in their 
nativity show and I hope you enjoyed watching as much as they 
enjoyed performing. 

We would like to thank you for your continued support 
and we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!

Miss Clayton & Miss Morrison

YEAR 4
Year 4 have settled in really well in their autumn 
term, showing enthusiasm in all aspects of school. 

In Maths, we have been looking at measurements 
of different shapes. Learning about how to work out 
the length and perimeter of rectilinear shapes. During 
this, children carried out a variety of investigations and 
showed a great understanding and interest. As well, 
year 4 have been learning about multiplication and 
division. Learning about a variety of times table and 
division facts as a way to multiply and divide mentally. 
This has enabled the children to solve challenging 
problems involving multiplication and division.

This half of term has been all about Dragons and what 
an adventure it has been! We started off the half term 
by looking at How to Train Your Dragon, with all the 
children’s excitement and enthusiasm they wrote their 
very own explanation text, informing people how to 
train their dragon, if they were ever to get one! After 
they wrote their amazing pieces of work, we thought 
we’d get a little more into the Christmas spirit and 
they wrote a piece of work based on the John Lewis 
advert with Edgar. Year 4 wrote a very serious and 
informative newspaper article about all the damage 
Edgar caused in the village!

In topic, we started a brand new unit about being a 
citizen of Manchester. Year 4 have gained a clear 
understanding that many moons ago, Manchester 

once used to be a lot smaller with much less people! 
We looked at maps dating back to 1720 up until now 
and could identify how it has changed. Year 4 showed 
a huge interest in Manchester and how much it has 
changed and developed over the years. 

Finally, in science our new unit was ‘States of Matter’. 
We started by looking at the differences between 
solids, liquids and gases, classifying objects and 
identifying their properties. Year 4 have worked 
scientifically in an investigation to find out the weight 
of gas. To finish off the unit, the children have explored 
in-depth how water changes state, exploring melting, 
freezing, condensing as well as a particular focus on 
evaporation. As well, they learnt about the stages of a 
water cycle and have created posters to teach other 
children about what they have learnt.

I would like to thank all parents for their support 
and hope that you continue to engage and 
support your children with their home reading 
and homework throughout the year. If you have 
any further questions please feel free to ring 
school and leave a message or catch me in the 
playground before or after school. I hope everyone 
has a fantastic break and I look forward to see 
what January will bring.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Thanks - Miss Dale

FEMUR

mandible

TIBIA

RIBS

scapula

humerus

FIBULA

metatarsus



We have been working really hard this term in Year 5 and we are excited to 
learn even more in the spring term! 

The children have extremely enjoyed the English text we have studied this 
half term. Way Home is about a boy who is living on the streets. It has helped 
the children reflect on and appreciate what we have and provided interesting 
illustrations for the class to explore. The children used their inference skills to 
deduce how the character Shane had found himself on the streets and how he 
may have escaped. Using their ideas, they all became fantastic biographers and 
reported on Shane’s life.

In maths, we have been developing our knowledge and skills in multiplication and 
division. The children have explored square, cube and prime numbers and have 
been able to complete deeper level problem solving and reasoning questions based 
on this.  The children have also developed their place value knowledge multiplying 
and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000. 

This half term we have been historians! We have explored the Anglo-Saxons 
and Vikings and the time period following the Roman withdrawal. The children 
have developed their knowledge in the history of invasions and settlements and 
used their skills to construct a timeline. They have looked at the causes and 
consequences of historical events and thought about how historical evidence may 
be bias and from different viewpoints.

In our science lessons, the class have continued their cosmic journey through and 
we are now taking a deeper look at the solar system. We have shown what we 
already know about the solar system by writing an email, in role as an astronaut, 
detailing an expedition into space. Following this, we made predictions about 
night and day around the Earth and then explored the concept of time zones. The 
children have learnt about Earth’s orbit around the sun including how this effect the 
seasons and the impact this had on ancient civilisations.

In other areas of the curriculum, 
we have used our DT lessons 
to design and construct Viking 
longboats and shields using 
paper templates. Finally, 
in groups, we constructed 
long boats using a variety 
of materials. The children 
have continued their 
coding journey during our 
computing sessions. Their 
enthusiasm for the topic 
had been lovely to see 
and they can confidently 
create a program with 
an object that repeats 
actions indefinitely; 
create programs that 
respond to the ‘if/
else’ command; and 
introduce variables to 
their programs.

Year 5, Mrs Ridland and I are incredibly 
proud of the progress the children have made 
this term and cannot wait to continue our journey in the New Year. 

Merry Christmas everyone!
Miss Webster and Mrs Ridland

Year 5

In English, the children have been studying 
the story of ‘The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas’ (a historical tragedy story set 
in WW2).   The children have explored 
persuasive language and techniques and 
have written a persuasive letter from the 
view point of Bruno to his mother about 
moving homes during the war. 

In Mathematics, the children have been 
learning all about fractions.  The children have 
revised equivalent fractions and simplifying 
fractions.  They have also learned how to add, 
subtract and multiply fractions with different 
denominators. 

The children are continuing to practise 
arithmetic daily, and embedded learning their 
times tables through times tables rock stars. 
Please keep encouraging them to practise 
their times tables at home on rock stars!

In History, the children have been learning 
all about WW2.  The children have looked 

at timelines to gain an understanding of the 
events leading up to the war.  They have 
also looked at the propaganda used by the 
Government in the 1940’s as well as the role 
of women and members of the Commonwealth 
that fought in WW2.

In Science, the children have been leaning 
how to classify living things using the major 
classification kingdoms defined by Carl 
Linnaeus. They have identified and described 
the observable characteristics of a range 
of classification groups including micro-
organisms, plants and animals.

The children also made careful observations to 
identify the characteristics that help scientists 
classify all living things, such as whether a 
living thing has a backbone and how they 
reproduce. The children began to use their 
observations to construct classification keys of 
increasing complexity. Working scientifically, 
the children carried out investigations to 
observe how moulds grow over time.

YEAR 6



Last month KS2 delivered our annual Harvest assembly 

with a thought provoking message for the audience.  

Many of the songs and presentations were about 

reducing waste, and sharing the earth’s resources fairly, 

which is something we are passionate about here at 

Oasis Aspinal.  Thank you very much for your generous 

food donations – your kindness is appreciated by the 

team at the new Oasis Community building on Hyde 

Road.  They will ensure that your donations reach the 

people in the locality who need it most.

Harvest       
       Collection

Rights Respecting Schools
Oasis Academy Aspinal has been recognised by the United Nations Children’s Fund for its commitment to children’s rights, and has received their Bronze Award.  The news was shared by  reporter Daniel Marsh  who wrote an article in the online newsfeed  In Your Area Community.  You can view his article here www.inyourarea.co.uk/news/manchester-primary-school.-gets-award-from-unicef-for-commitment-to-childrens-rights

Angela Sweeting, Principal of Oasis Academy Aspinal, said; “This award is an amazing milestone for our school community and demonstrate the positive impact of the Rights Respecting Schools Award on pupils and the school.”

A Rights Respecting School is a community where children’s rights are learned, taught, practised, respected, protected and promoted.

Scary Hair Disco 
Great fun was had by all at this years Scary Hair 
Disco. The children enjoyed some spooky games 
with lots of tricks and treats for everyone.  We were 

particularly impressed by the maturity of our older 
pupils who looked after our younger members of the 

school throughout the evening, encouraging them to 

join in the conga, helping them with their costumes 

and refreshments.

There was a great response this year to the BBC’s 

Children In Need event.  Our celebration assembly 

looked amazing with so many spotty outfits on 
display!!  We would like to thank you for participating.  

Your contribution helped us to raise over £120 for 
Children in Need.

Community Matters
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important

2019 - 2020

Please see below for the term dates for the remainder of the year.

`   

OASIS ACADEMY ASPINAL PRIMARY SCHOOL 2019-2020 
BANK HOLIDAY SCHOOL CLOSED BANK HOLIDAY   SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

SCHOOL CLOSED     TEACHER TRAINING 
SCHOOL CLOSED         MON   TUES   WED   THURS   FRI    AUTUMN  SEPTEMBER     2 3 4 5 6 3  2019 9 10 11 12 13 5     16 17 18 19 20 5     23 24 25 26 27 5  OCTOBER   30  1 2 3 4 5     7 8 9 10 11 5     14 15 16 17 18 4     21  22 23 24 25 5 NOVEMBER  28  29 30 31 1 HALF TERM     4 5 6 7 8 5     11 12 13 14 15 5     18  19 20 21 22 5     25 26 27 28 29 5  DECEMBER   2  3 4 5 6 5     9  10 11 12 13 5     16  17 18 19 20 4    23  24 25 26 27 XMAS HOLIDAY  JANUARY   30  31 1 2 3   2020 6  7 8 9 10 5     13  14 15 16 17 5     20  21 22 23 24 5     27  28 29 30 31 5  FEBRUARY   3  4 5 6 7 5     10 11 12 13 14 5     17 18 19 20 21 SPRING HALF TERM      24  25 26 27 28 5  MARCH   2 3 4 5 6 5     9 10 11 12 13 5     16   17 18 19 20 5     23 24 25 26 27 5  APRIL   30  31 1 2 3 5     6 7 8 9 10 EASTER HOLIDAY     13 14 15 16 17 EASTER HOLIDAY     20 21 22 23 24 5 MAY   27  28 29 30 1 5    4 5 6 7 8 4     11 12 13 14 15 5     18  19 20 21 22 5     25 26 27 28 29 SUMMER HALF TERM  JUNE   1 2 3 4 5 5     8 9 10 11 12 5     15 16 17 18 19 5     22 23 24 25 26 5  JULY   29 30 1 2 3 5     6 7 8 9 10 5     13 14 15 16 17 5   20 21 22 23 24 SUMMER HOLIDAYS  

  


