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Dear Parents/Carers

We have had a great first term back. The new children in Early Years 
have settled into school really well. All the children have worked really 
hard this half term. We have had a successful Family Learning Week. 
Year 6 have enjoyed a visit from the Fire Brigade, Y4 have visited 
Chester as part of their topic on the Romans, and Year 6 have also 
won the Manchester Sumdog Maths competition. Year 3 have been 
learning the ukuleles and Year 5 have started brass lessons.

A big thank you to all the parents who have attended our reading 
sessions on Tuesday mornings. All parents/carers are welcome into 
school every Tuesday from 8.50 - 9.15am to read with their children. 

Also a big thank you for your support with attendance we are above 
National average with our whole school attendance and it is showing 
in the children’s work as fewer lessons are being missed.

Letters have now gone out for parents evening on Tuesday 5th and 
Wednesday 6th November. Please see your class teacher for an 
appointment if you haven’t done already.

We also have had draft plans for a full refurbishment of the school 
which we are hoping will start next summer. Once we have had the 
final plans we will invite parents in to look at them.

We have changed our curriculum slightly this year, the long term 
plans can be found on our website: www.oasisacademyaspinal.org. 
We also have our school twitter account @OasisAspinal.

I hope you all have a fantastic half term.

Thank you all for your continued support. We look forward to 
seeing you back in school on Monday 4th November.

A Sweeting - Principal

Contact us anytime at...

@oasisaspinal

www.oasisacademyaspinal.org0161 223 0053

admin@oasisaspinal.org

Aspire, Aim High, Achieve

Welcome!

Attendance

Nursery 96.9%
Reception 95.7%
Year 1  95.8%
Year 2  96.8%
Year 3  97.4%
Year 4  95.6%
Year 5  97.9%
Year 6  96.9%

Whole 

school  

96.6%



EYFS News
Tuesday Reading

Colour Displays

Water Bottles

Asthma Inhalers

What a quick half term - all our children 

are now settled and making new friends.

It would be lovely to see as many parents as 
possible reading in class with their children - 

8:50 – 9:15am

Following the half term we will be starting our colour 

displays - the children are asked to bring something from 

home to add to the display and children are asked to wear 

something of the chosen colour – socks, t-shirts, ribbons 

etc. Look out for further information

If your child has an inhaler in school it is important 

that you speak to a member of staff each day to 

inform us of the dosage required.

Please ensure that your child brings their water bottle to school each day.

Have a lovely half term breakMiss Bailey, Mrs O’Brien & Mrs Currie



What a fantastic first half term we’ve had in Year 1! The 
children have all settled in well to the new routines and 
we’re already starting to see some good progress. The 
children’s recent writing in English has been fantastic 
- they have written some amazing stories based on 
Supertato.

Thank you to those parents who are regularly reading at home 
with their child, it really does make all the difference and those 
children who are reading at least three or four times are week 
are making the most progress with their reading.

We are pleased to see that lots of parents have logged onto 
Class Dojo. It’s a great way to see how your child is doing and 
we’ve started to use it to send messages home. If you haven’t 
logged on yet please do so soon!

We’re very excited about our forthcoming Trip to Bramhall Hall 
on Wednesday 20th November, we’re sure the children will 
have a brilliant day and it will really bring our History Topic to 
life.

Thank you for your continued support,
Mrs Cragg, Mrs McDonald & Miss Stringer

What an incredible start to year 2 we have had!

In English, we have been focussing on the building blocks 
of writing – grammar. We have looking at nouns, adjectives, 
expanded noun phrases and conjunctions. The children are 
really beginning to understand how we make super sentences. 
We have worked with a beautiful book called Katie in London 
and produced some super diary entries.

In Maths, we have been focussing on place value, really trying 
to unpick how numbers are made and what they are worth. The 

children have become very confident at partitioning, comparing 
and ordering numbers. These skills will be constantly revisited throughout the year.

In Science we started our ‘Everyday materials’ and looked at the properties or 
materials we know. After some debate, we came up with the world’s most useless 
inventions. The children constructed their own investigations to work out how to 
change the shapes of materials – it was extremely successful.

In Topic, we learnt about the Great Fire of London. We located London on a map 
and then travelled back over 300 years to discover what life was like during this 
era. After we established how different it was, we learnt the chronology of the fire 
and recreated this using drama. Towards the end of the unit, we thought about how 
London changed from that point onwards.

We have also begun using purple mash to code instructions for an airport, use 
Glockenspiels to play the pulse of a famous African song – my hands, feet and heart. 
We have even created Tudor houses in DT.

Such a jam-packed fun term. Have a lovely half term with your families and we 
can’t wait to start all our new topics with you in November.

Year 1Year 1

Year 2

Trip to Bramhall Hall

Reading

Writing



What a wonderful half term we have had! The children settled 
well into new routines and have impressed us with the effort they 
have been putting in. 

In English, we have been focusing on the text Stone Age Boy. This is 
a fictional text with non-fictional elements. The children enjoyed this 
story and wrote their own Stone Age adventure stories. They were 
fantastic and I am sure we have some best-selling authors in the 
making. 

During maths, the children have been using what they already 
know to help them solve equations and word problems. They used 
strategies such as, one more and one less, near doubles and 
rounding numbers to help them calculate in the most efficient way.  
After, we concentrated on place value and continued to build on their 
number knowledge. 

In science, we have been developing the children’s knowledge of 
rocks and fossils.  We have compared and investigated the properties 
of different rocks. The children used the TASC wheel to plan and 
implement an investigation. They have enjoyed this learning and 
using these new skills and are using some scientific language when 
drawing conclusions. 

In History, we have be learning about the Stone Age to Iron Age 
period. Our little Historians have discussed how early man evolved 
and developed and have been using this knowledge to create 
an ongoing timeline of this period. They have looked at what an 
archaeologist does and the technology they use to uncover clues from 
the past. 

Thank you for supporting your children with their home learning and 
reading activities this half term. Remember to keep an eye on Class 
Dojo for up to date news on our class story. 

Miss Clayton & Miss Morrison

YEAR 3

YEAR 4
What a fantastic start everyone has had in Year 4!! 
They have all be stuck into their work and shown 
huge improvements already within the past 7 weeks. 

In Maths, we have begun by looking at place value and 
shown an improvement in solving number and practical 
problems that involve both positive and negative numbers. 
More specifically, they have shown a huge understanding 
and interest toward Roman Numerals. Toward the end 
of the half-term we have looked at solving addition and 
subtraction problems. Children have been adding and 
subtracting numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal 
written method of columnar addition and subtraction. 

In English this term Year 4 never ceases to amaze me. 
We started off the term by looking at the book Journey 
by Aaron Becker. The book is about a young girl who 
found a red crayon in her bedroom, she drew a door on 
her wall which lead to her imaginary world. The book has 
no words, so Year 4’s challenge was to write a narrative 
of the journey the young girl went on. Throughout, the 
class had a variety of grammar focuses which has meant 
that their final pieces of work were all to a high standard. 
The children used imagination, detail, description and 
creativity to make their writing come to life! Year 4 became 
poets and wrote their very own odes. The children started 
off the term by discovering what odes are, reading a 
variety of odes with expression and picking their favourite 
one. By the end of the unit Year 4 wrote their very own 

ode to something or someone of their choice. The children 
learnt how to develop their odes and put them into their 
very own poem which had rhyming couplets, similes and 
metaphors in.

In topic, Year 4 have used their knowledge from last year 
to learn more in-depth about the Romans. Our main 
focus was to understand why the Romans invaded Britain 
and how they have impacted our lives today. It has been 
a fun and engaging half-term and I look forward to the 
end of the term when Year 4 get to go to Dewa Roman 
experience, in Chester, to discover even more about the 
Romans and have a real Roman experience. 

In science, we have been looking at sound. Year 4 
children have loved playing with different instruments 
and understanding that sound comes from vibrations. All 
children have shown an interest in the subject and a very 
high understanding. 

I would like to thank all parents for their support and hope 
that you continue to engage and support your children 
with their home reading and homework throughout the 
year. If you have any further questions please feel free 
to ring school and leave a message or catch me in the 
playground before or after school. I look forward to seeing 
all of you at parents evening next half term.

Thanks Miss Dale

 the Stone Age & Iro
n Age 

the romans



What a wonderful start to the year! Year5 have been a pleasure 
to teach.

Our first English text this half term was ‘Cosmic’ by Frankie Cottrell-
Boyle. We explored the wild and wonderful ways of Liam Digby, whose 
incredible story of mischief and dilemma helped us to write our own 
amazing adventure stories. The second text we studied this half term was 
‘Dark Sky Park’ by Philip Gross. The dramatic and exciting poems about 
the wonders of nature helped us to explore poetic devices, perform some 
magnificent performance poetry and create our own poems.

In maths, we have been developing our knowledge of place value to 
explore larger numbers and used the skills we learnt in Year 4 to deepen 
our understanding. We have also began looking at statistics and solve 
comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in 
a line graph. It has been great to see the children working so hard
in maths. 

This half term we have been geographers and explored the knowledge 
and skills needed to be the greatest polar explorer! Children have studied 
Antarctica, and the polar explorers that have attempted to travel there. It 
was brilliant to see everyone engaged and bringing in books from home, 
which related to the topic, to share with the rest of the class.

The class have been super scientists studying the science topic Earth 
and Space. They have recreated a scaled version of the solar system on 
the school playground, discussed heliocentric and geocentric theories 
and described the Sun, Earth and Moon as spherical bodies. 

The children have begun to deepen their understanding of coding during 
computing lessons and have showed great enthusiasm learning about 
Van Gogh and his unique style of painting in our art lessons. 

We are all looking forward to continuing this great start 
after the half-term break. Enjoy your holiday Year 5. 
Miss Webster and Mrs Ridland

The Year 6 children are settling really well 
and trying their hardest to impress us! It 
has been a very hard working first term and 
many of them have grown in strength and 
courage already in only the last 7 weeks! 

The children have worked really hard on their 
maths skills this half term through 8:30 starts 
using Sumdog. They have been entered into 
a local competition where we came 2nd! They 
have also been trying their hardest to practise 
and learn their times tables and most recently 
we had Joseph and Kennedy who earned their 
Gold badges for becoming Rock Heroes! Many 
of the children have attended boosters after 
school have become much more secure in 
their written methods of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division! 

In English we have been reading Holes by 
Louis Sachar and it has inspired us to write a 
non-chronological report about Yellow-spotted 
lizards! The children have used research to 
become experts and then refined their skills 
using hyphens and embedded clauses to make 
their writing more exciting! 

In topic we have learnt about The Americas 

(North and South) and have looked at the 
geography aspect of our curriculum. Lots of the 
children have discovered that America is two 
continents and can now name all 7 continents! 
They have retrieved information about the 
Native Americans and also tasted some of the 
foods that Christopher Columbus discovered on 
his voyages to America in the late 1400’s. 

Our science topic has taught us about different 
sources of light and how it travels. We have 
investigated which direction light travels in and 
how it can be reflected using mirrors. We now 
understand why the word Ambulance is written 
backwards!  

It has been a great start to the year and many 
of the children have really knuckled down and 
proved their readiness for Year 6!  For now, they 
should enjoy the break over the holidays and be 
fresh and ready to start again when they come 
back when we will complete our first round of 
practise SATS papers to see which direction we 
will take our learning in next! I look forward to 
seeing you all at parents evening straight after 
the holidays! Look out for the signs/ letters!

Thanks - Miss Hughes

Year 6

Thank you for the donations 
towards the end of year 
Prom!  We currently have 
£32.75! This is brilliant! Keep 
sending in your donations!

The Americas 

Yellow Spotted Lizards

Investigating light



Community Matters

Oasis Academy Aspinal has joined with over 50 other 

schools in Manchester hoping to gain the silver Standard 

in the Rights Respecting Schools Award.  We will be 

learning about children’s rights, how to respect them, and 

how to develop our pupil voice so that we can help our 

pupils become responsible citizens in the local and global 

community.

Family 
Learning 
Week
Thank you to all the families who have signed up to 
activities in Family Learning Week.  We have already 
enjoyed a Maths Quiz and learned more about 
strange creatures in the Animal Magic Roadshow.  
We hope that the rest of the week is equally 
successful and look forward to your continued 
support throughout this academic year.

October is national Black History Month and all of our pupils in Ks1 and Ks2 have been learning about significant people of colour who have made an impact on their chosen field. 

Children from each class will be presenting their stories in our Black History Assembly.  Many thanks to George’s mum, Dion Duffil, who came into school to talk to Year 5 about her own experience.  

Pupils were able to question her about her own family history – the challenges they overcame on their journey from Barbados, and the triumphs that they can be proud of.  It is a great opportunity to receive input from visitors in our own school community. 

Thank you Dion for providing a real context to our learning.

Barbados
Animal Magic Roadshow


