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Dear Parents/Carers

Thank you for your amazing support again this half term. They 
have all worked really hard this half term and did really well in 
some recent assessments we have done. Year 3 have also 
started to learn the ukulele. Year 5 are doing well with their brass 
lessons too.  The children are looking forward to watching the 
pantomime and Santa’s visit! The children enjoyed Christmas 
Jumper day and Christmas dinner last Friday.

We are looking forward to Year 1 being in their brand new 
classroom (hopefully in the middle of January). Work has 
also started on the new corridor from the hall down to their 
new classroom. EYFS children were very excited to see the 
digger arriving. Daily updates are put onto the school Twitter 
account (@oasisaspinal) if you wish to see daily photographs 
of the progress.

I would like to say a massive thank you to Mums on a Mission 
who are working so hard to provide food for vulnerable families. 
There is a news article in this newsletter so you can find out more 
about their amazing work. We are also so proud of Terry in Year 
1 for donating selection boxes to them with his own money! Well 
done Terry!

Please find the attendance information for each class below. 
Thank you for your continued support on this, we have had a 
huge 119 pupils with 100% attendance this half term. Children 
who have been absent relating to COVID are not counted as 
missing any days from school. Let’s see if we can have even 
more next term!

A reminder we have also updated our school website  
www.oasisacademyapinal.org).  Please make sure you check 
MCAS as all letters will be attached to the app this year rather 
than sent out. 

Have a lovely Christmas and New Year and we will see 
everyone back at school on Tuesday 5th January. 

Miss Sweeting

Contact us anytime at...

@oasisaspinal

www.oasisacademyaspinal.org0161 223 0053

admin@oasisaspinal.org

Welcome!

This half terms attendance

Nursery - 88.69%
Reception - 96.38%
Year 1 - 93.34%
Year 2 - 98.52%
Year 3 - 97%
Year 4 - 96.96%
Year 5 - 96.43%
Year 6 - 95.79%
Whole School - 96.38
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EYFS News
Well everyone that’s the first term over – how quickly 
it has passed and how very strange it has been.

The children are working very hard and making great progress.

I’d just like to say ‘Thank You’ for the amazing job you are doing 
at home supporting the children with their reading. It is obvious 
by their progress and your comments that they are having 
regular practise with their books and the key words at home – 
Well Done!

Lost Property
With the weather getting colder and wetter the children are 
understandably wearing more items of clothing, hats, gloves, 
scarves. Please make sure that you put your childs name in 
everything (even initials is better than nothing) It is impossible for the 
staff to remember which hat, scarf gloves belong to each child and 
this is made more difficult when clothing is not named - we have 38 
children in the class!

Spring Wellie Walk
When we come back to school in the new year we will be doing our 
‘Spring Wellie Walk’ to raise funds for our outdoor area (Our Autumn 
walk was unfortunately cancelled this year) Look out for more 
information on this.

Have a wonderful Christmas break and 
Thank You for your continued support

Miss Bailey, Mrs Currie and Mrs O’Brien



Wow! We can hardly believe it’s 
the end of our first term already! 
The children have continued to 
work so hard and we are seeing 
some fantastic progress.

English
In English we have studied a lovely book ‘The Robot and The 
Bluebird’. The children have thoroughly enjoyed this book and 
have produced some fantastic writing, including speech bubbles, 
letters and reports.

Phonics
The children are making great progress with their phonics. If you 
haven’t already you will soon be receiving a phonic practise pack 
(this will consist of games, flashcards etc) which the children are 
to keep at home and play/use regularly with an adult. We are 
now at that vital point where, just like in those early stages of 
learning to ride a bike or drive a car, 
very regular, short-burst (5-10 
mins here and there) practise is 
essential to maintain progress 
made to this point-if you don’t 
use it-you lose it!

Maths
In Maths we have focussed on 
numbers within 20 (comparing 
and ordering numbers to 20, 
addition and subtraction strategies 
and number patterns). We have 
also learned about 2D shapes and 
comparing length and mass.

Science
Our Science unit this half term has 
been ‘Seasonal Changes’. The 
children have learned about signs of 
different seasons, learned about how 
the seasons affect animals and carried 
out an investigation to find out which 
materials are best to make warm ear 
muffs.

History
In our History unit ‘What Does it mean to be me?’ we have 
learned about our own personal History (how we’ve grown and 
changed, and the order our family members were born). We’ve 
also learned about what life would like for our grandparents (how 
similar and different their homes would have been, what games 
they would have played…)

So as you can see we’ve worked our socks off! Thank you 
to those that are reading regularly at home and practising 
key words, little and often is definitely the best approach 
and REALLY DOES MAKE A HUGE DIFFERENCE.

We wish you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

Thank you for your continued support, Mrs McDonald,  
Mrs Cragg and Miss Stringer

Year i



Year 2
How the time flies when we are having 
fun, Father Christmas is almost here!

The children are really beginning to 
knuckle down and starting to shine like 
the stars we know they are.

We have worked so hard this half term.

In English, we have studied the text – The Snail and the Whale. The 
children looked at speech and thought bubbles and understood how to 
represent both independently. 
We then looked at how 
an illustrator can convey 
emotions and feelings by 
changing the eyes, eyebrows 
and moths of a character. 
We used this information 
to produce some fantastic 
persuasive letters and a diary 
from the perspective of the 
snail which we are all very 
proud of.

In Maths, we continued to develop our 
understanding of addition and subtraction 
and our wealth of strategies so children 
can pick the ones they are most confident 
with. We are constantly revisiting number 
bonds to help when we visit the more 
complex maths ideas. Similarly with 
counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. Any help you 
do at home around these topics will always 
help progress.

In Science, we looked 
at animals and humans 
from babies to adulthood. 
We looked at how 
humans develop over 
time and the simple 
changes we may see. 
We sorted animals based 
on whether they lay eggs 
or give birth and the 
children brought so much 
pre-requisite knowledge 
to this topic they 
thoroughly enjoyed it.

In Topic, we learnt about our school through history, the 
children created a timeline of when the school was built on 
the site and learnt how local farmers used to provide milk 
for pupils at Aspinal in the 40’s. Their favourite aspect of 
this topic has been learning how corporal punishment was 
used from Victorian times up to the 1950’s at Aspinal. We 
have an actual school record from the 50’s and the children 
loved exploring this artefact.

We have also imitated Piet Mondrian this half term and 
produced some fantastic local maps in a Mondrian style, 
the children have a natural love of everything artsy. It has 
been fun to teach.

Have a lovely break over the Christmas holidays, Miss Cairns & Miss Buckley



The end of the term is here and what a fantastic half term 
it has been. As part of our history topic, the children have 
looked at changes that happened in the local area during 
the Victorian era. We learnt about Queen Victoria, the 
Industrial Revolution and considered how health care and 
leisure changed and developed. 

In English, we focused on the text Street Child. The children 
researched Victorian workhouses and wrote non-chronological 
reports. They are super and we learnt many interesting and 
sometimes shocking facts.

In Maths, we focused on statistics, addition and subtraction. 
The children are able to read and interpret charts and graphs. 
They also collected their own data and recorded it on a tally 
chart and bar graph. Addition and subtraction was a number 
rollercoaster but with hard work and perseverance, the children 
smashed it! 

During science, our topic was Animals including Humans. 
We looked at the types of nutrition needed, learnt the scientific 
names for human bones and looked at how our muscles work.

This half term we broke out the Ukuleles. We learnt how to hold 
and strum them and because we learnt four cords we were able 
to play Jingle Bells. 

We would like to thank you for your continued support 
and we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!

Miss Clayton & Mrs Dale

Year 3
Queen Victoria

workhouses

ukuleles

Bones & muscles

charts & graphs



Wow - how is it Christmas already?! I am so proud of each and 
every child in the class and how well they have settled into school, 
especially with all the new changes. They have a hard working 
attitude, dedication and motivation toward all aspects of their work. 

Maths 
We have been learning about multiplication and division. Learning about 
a variety of times table and division facts as a way to multiply and divide 
mentally. This has enabled the children to solve challenging problems 
involving multiplication and division. 

English 
This half of term has been all about our community. We read a 
beautifully illustrated book called ‘Belonging’ by Jeannie Baker. It 
was a way to learn about how we can take care and improve our 
community by coming together as one. After researching and learning 
about different things we can do for our community, Year 4 wrote out 
an amazing leaflet. The work they have written is amazing and the 
research was outstanding. 

History 
In our history unit  ‘Citizen of Manchester’, the children have gained 
a clear understanding that many moons ago Manchester once used 
to be a lot smaller with much less people. We started to understand 
just some of the reasons why Manchester grew so rapidly, becoming 
the magnificent city it is today. Our main focus was learning about 
Peterloo and what happened on that memorable day back in 1819, 
and how this day changed so much for the world.

Science 
Finally, in science our new unit was ‘States of Matter’. We started 
by looking at the differences between solids, liquids and gases, 
classifying objects and identifying their properties. Year 4 have 
worked scientifically in an investigation to find out the weight of gas. 
To finish off the unit, the children have explored in-depth how water 
changes state, exploring melting, freezing, condensing as well as a 
particular focus on evaporation. As well, they learnt about the stages 
of a water cycle and have created posters to teach other children 
about what they have learnt.

Have an amazing Christmas break - Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

Thank you so much for your continued support

Miss Dale and Mr Godwin

Liquid

Gas

Year 4

All about our 
community

States of matter

Solid



We have all been working hard this term in Year 5 and we are excited to learn even more in the spring term! 

The children have extremely enjoyed the 
English text we have studied this half term - 
Cosmic by Frankie Cottrell-Boyle. We have 
explored the wild and wonderful ways of Liam 
Digby, whose incredible story of mischief and 
dilemma helped us to write our own amazing 
persuasive leaflets.

In maths, we have been developing our 
knowledge and skills in multiplication and 
division. The children have been exploring 
factors and multiples, square, and prime 
numbers. The children have also developed 
their place value knowledge, multiplying and 
dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 and have been 
able to complete deeper level problem solving 
and reasoning questions based on this. 

This half term we have been historians! We 
have explored the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
and the period following the Roman withdrawal. 
The children have developed their knowledge 
in the history of invasions and settlements and 
used their skills to construct a timeline. They 
have looked at the causes and consequences 
of historical events and thought about how 
historical evidence may be bias and from 
different viewpoints.

In our science lessons, the class have continued 
their ‘cosmic’ journey and we are now taking 
a deeper look at the solar system. We have 
shared what we have learnt about the solar 
system by writing and recording our own news 
scripts. Following this, we made predictions 
about night and day around the Earth and 
then explored the concept of time zones. The 
children have learnt about Earth’s orbit around 
the sun including how this effect the seasons 
and the impact this had on ancient civilisations.

In other areas of the curriculum, we have 
used our DT lessons to design and construct 
Viking longboats and shields using paper 
templates. Finally, in groups, we constructed 
long boats using a variety of materials. During 
our computing sessions, the children have been 
looking at how to stay safe using ICT.

Year 5, Mrs Myatt and I are incredibly proud 
of the progress the children have made this 
term and cannot wait to continue our journey 
in the New Year. 

Merry Christmas everyone!

Miss Webster and Mrs Myatt

YEAR 5
Vikings

Anglo Saxons

Settlements



YEAR 6
Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your continued support and compassion 
at the end of our first very successful term back! Mrs Robinson, as our Teaching 
Assistant, has joined us this half term and she has been a great addition to our 
team!

I would also like to say a huge congratulation to our amazing Mums who are 
becoming a group of celebrities through their generosity and kindness! 

This term, Year 6 have worked extremely hard in maths. We have focussed on new 
strategies to attack problem solving with addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. Some children have been part of small booster groups with Miss Sweeting in 
the afternoons too and are coming back to class feeling more confident and walking 
a little bit taller! In our maths meetings, we have been looking at mental strategies for 
doubling and halving numbers up to 1000 by partitioning. Finally, we finished the term 
by looking at multiples, factors, prime, square and cube numbers! They have made 
great progress! 

Our English text this half term has been Rose Blanche - a picture book set in Germany 
at the start of the war. The children have written some amazing diary entries to 
describe in detail what was around Rose when it all began and it felt like they were 
there! We have really settled into our new routine for learning spellings and now are 
beginning to predict whether we think the origin of each word is Latin, Old English or 
maybe even French! The children seem to be really enjoying learning spellings and 
are improving their strategies in their work too! They have gotten to grips with different 
types of clauses to use to add extra detail and are becoming more confident with 
brackets and commas each day! 

Our Science topic has seen us focus on living things and classification this half term. 
I was so proud to share the children’s fact file on the scientist Carl Linnaeus (who 
created the classification system we use to this day) on class dojo! If you missed this, 
please just scroll down on the class dojo news feed page to find them! They are worth 
the scroll to see! 

The curiosity in the children has really exploded in our afternoon sessions where they 
have had nothing but facts and questions to share in our World War Two topic! They 
have enjoyed finding out a little more about why and how it started; the battles that took 
place throughout the 6 years; how dictators come to power; and about how the British 
public protected themselves from the Blitz! 

It has been great to see a growth and maturity in our PE lessons this half term! The 
children have been playing netball- and learning the rules and techniques. At the end 
of our matches, it has been lovely to see so many of them praising each other on their 
skills and shaking hands to show good sportsman ship! Many of the children have 
been more responsible for their personal belongings since introducing our equipment 
contract, which is great! 

Please continue to watch Class Dojo for notifications next half term- reminders 
for PE Kit/ homework and non-uniform days are just a few of the posts being 
shared on there. 

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and I am looking forward to a fresh 
new year- hopefully with many more prospects and a continued journey of hard 
work and growth. 

Thanks

Miss Hughes and Mrs Robinson.

WORLD 
WAR 2

JUNE 1940 
Evacuation of Dunkirk

7 SEPTEMBER 1940 

- 11T
H  MAY 1941 

The Blitz

8TH MAY 1945 
VE Day

3RD SEPTEMBER 1939 War declared by Britain



At Oasis Academy Aspinal we learn about 
British Values, which includes the principle of Democracy and the right to have your voice heard.

This half term, Year 6 took part in a national initiative to find out which issues are most important to young people today.  They listened to a presentation from the National Youth Council about national issues such as free university places, Covid 19 Recovery and reducing waste, and about local issues such as leisure opportunities, crime and transport. 

Pupils then voted electronically on the national and local issues that were most important to them. It will be interesting to find out how they voted, and what issues the National Youth Council will be taking forward to parliament. 

Community Matters

Make 
Your 
Mark 
2020

December’s Theme is JoyEvery month we introduce a new habit 
as part of our character curriculum.  
This month we have been thinking 
about how we can look for things 
that make us happy, and how we can 
bring joy to others with small acts of 
kindness. 

 It’s December 2020.  And we are at the 
end of one of the strangest years in our 
collective history.  The end of a year where 
life as we know it stopped suddenly, and 
we were forced to adapt.  For some people 
might be feeling sad, lonely or poorly.  But 
we hope that you look for, and find lots 
of tiny joys – We hope that you stare in 
wonder at twinkly lights.  We hope that you 
sip a hot chocolate slowly and savour the 
warmth and taste.  We hope that you read 
cosy books with a soft blanket stretched 
across you.  We hope that you remember 
that even though this Christmas might 
be different to last year, there is much to 
enjoy.  It might be smaller, and it might be 
quieter, but we hope that you find a way 
for it to feel lovely.  Whatever you can do 
to bring you and your family some joy this 
season, we hope that you do it.  You know 
that joy has a powerful effect on how you 
feel, and you deserve to feel good.

Wishing you all joy this Christmas JOY



Local group of mums are on a mission to support families in need with care packages.
The group, called mums on a mission has nine school mums from a Manchester primary school who have teamed up to help the local community.

A group of mums whose children all attend a local primary school have teamed up to support the local community to ensure everyone has food to enjoy.
The group, called ‘Mums on a Mission’ consisting of parents and friends and Hub council members from Oasis Academy Aspinal are determined to help after they became aware of ‘how close to home’ the issue is when speaking to other families.

Since setting up a Facebook Page in October of this year, they have received numerous donations from the local community which has supported them in distributing meals to the vulnerable.
Mums on a Mission has been able to reach more than 1600 members in their group and their feedback has been amazing.

Samantha Latham, from Mums on a Mission and Hub Council Member at Oasis Academy Aspinal, commented saying; “We are a small team of nine mums who are very happy to help as much as we can.”

“We became aware of just how ‘close to home’ this issue is when we asked one of the children from a local school (10 year old) if they were looking forward to their half term break and the child responded ‘no because it means I won’t get my lunch’. This is utterly heart-breaking and certainly shouldn’t be such an issue in 2020!”
“We haven’t restricted deliveries or collections and gone out of our way at our own expense to deliver to vulnerable families in a variety of areas including the Heatons, Stockport, Glossop, and Wythenshawe and even further afield. At one point we were driving to drop off 20 miles away.”

“We have also successfully launched our ‘sponsor a family’ appeal which relies on the help of our community to provide a Christmas Day hamper including all of the ingredients for a Christmas dinner and a present for each member of the household. To date we have matched 33 families with a sponsor, this equates to 127 people being fed over Christmas.”

The mums have now delivered over 100 care packages to vulnerable families, single people and children to help them through a time of need.
Having identified families who are vulnerable, the group have also been able to help with items including clothes, toys and even household items.

Most recently, the mums have set up a Go Fund Me page which has raised over £1100 in just seven days.

A member of the Mums on a Mission team said; “I would like to note that the community spirit has been amazing! They have all rallied round and helped us to support the families who need it most. The team I work with at mums on a mission have truly gone above and beyond each day. I couldn’t think of a better team that I would like to work with.”

Mums on 
a mission


