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Dear Parents/Carers

Thank you for your great support again this half term. The 
children have all worked really hard this half term and Year 
6 have done well in some recent mock SATS.

We have held two open days for other Principals, Regional 
Directors and Senior Leaders from other academies to visit to 
see the amazing curriculum work we have going on at Aspinal. 
We had some fantastic feedback about how incredible the 
behaviour was across school and the quality of lessons. I am 
incredibly proud of the staff and children they were a credit to 
the school.

We have parents evening next half term on Tuesday 15th 
March and Wednesday 16th March. (Year 1 on Tuesday 15th 
March and Thursday 17th March). The appointments are 
available to book via MCAS. It is really important class 
teachers get the opportunity to speak to you about your child’s 
progress.

Mr Foster was successful in being recruited to the post of 
Assistant Principal which means both him and Miss Hughes 
are Assistant Principals. Mr Foster is leading on Inclusion and 
Miss Hughes on Teaching and Learning.

Please see the attendance information for each class. Thank 
you for your continued support on this. We know attendance 
has been hit by COVID this year. 59 children have maintained 
100% attendance this year. 

A reminder we have also updated our school website 
(www.oasisacademyapinal.org). Please make sure you check 
MCAS as all letters will be attached to the app again this year 
rather than sent out.

Have a lovely half term and we will see everyone back at 
school on Monday 28th February.

Miss Sweeting

Contact us anytime at...

@oasisaspinal

www.oasisacademyaspinal.org0161 223 0053

admin@oasisaspinal.org

Welcome!

This half terms attendance

Nursery 83.98%
Reception 95.09%
Year 1
Year 2 93.84%
Year 3 93.86%
Year 4 93.24%
Year 5 94.05%
Year 6 92.41%
Whole School 
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91.63%

93.15%

http://www.oasisacademyapinal.org


What a really busy half term!!

The children have been learning about things from the past 
and looking forwards to the future through our Topic – Once 
Upon a Story. We have been learning about Toys that we 
enjoy playing with now and Toys that children played with 
many years ago.

We have learned lots of information about Dinosaurs and the 
children particularly enjoyed hatching ‘Dinosaur eggs’

Space and Aliens was really popular and they were inspired 
to write some amazing descriptions of ‘Aliens’

We have been trying really hard to share your childs 
experiences and activities with you on ‘see saw’- every child 
has the app on their iPads - please try to have a look and 
share this with your child. 

The children have been working very hard and are making 
great progress- please remember to share reading books 
each night – 5 minutes practice daily makes a huge 
difference!!

Have a good half term break!
Miss Bailey, Mrs O’Brien and Mrs Currie

Early Years
Foundation

Stage



English
In English we have studied the book ‘George and the Dragon’ by Chris

 

Wormell.  We have been focusing on improving our sentence construction 
and punctuation though the use of adjectives, conjunctions such as ‘and’ plus 
the use of exclamation and question marks. the poem to write our own 
poems all about ourselves.

Maths
IIn Maths, we have continued to develop strategies for adding and subtracting 
numbers.  We have looked at the concepts of combining, counting on/back 
and using known number facts to help us become more efficient in solving 
equations.  We ask that children practise the skill of counting and number 
recognition at home through online games, Sumdog and everyday tasks at 
home.

Science
In Science we have learned all about space. The children have thoroughly 
enjoyed this fascinating topic and is has been so lovely to see them all so 
engaged and engrossed in their learning. We have learned the names and 
facts about each planet, explored why we have day/night and the different 
seasons, learned about key facts in space history and explored the different 
professions associated with space. 

History
Our History topic this half term has been ‘Kings, Queens and Leaders’. We 
have learned about kings and queens of recent history as well as other 
leaders, such as the Prime Minister and learned key facts about HRH Queen 
Elizabeth II and the impact she has had on the modern world.

Geography
In Geography, we have spent the half-term exploring early concepts around 
mapping.  We have looked at maps and plans, used a range of them and 
have devised our own with keys.  We have really enjoyed this unit as it has 
continued to centre around our umbrella topic of HRH Queen Elizabeth II

As part of being school ready, we asked that all children ensure I-Pads have 
sufficient charge for the following day in school.  We ask that parents/carers 
regularly check I-Pads to ensure not too many out of school apps are 
downloaded and that screens and cases are clean.

We are so incredibly proud of our superstars this half-term.  We have seen 
fantastic engagement in learning sessions and super outcomes.  Very well-
done Year One.

As always, thank you for your continued support as we work 

together.  Have a lovely half-term!

Mrs McDonald, Mrs Cragg and Miss Stringer 

Year |



 
 

What a fantastic half term we have had in Year 2! All pupils have 
worked incredibly hard in all subjects and have really tried their best 
and reflected on the Oasis nine habits. The Year 2 team have been 
patient, resilient, collaborative and determined to succeed. We have 
also settled in well to our new classroom and have been enjoying 
our new learning space.

In Maths we have been exploring multiplication and division using 
concrete, pictorial and abstract methods to build confidence and 
competency. We have been recognising equal amounts, using arrays, 
making doubles and investigating word problems. We have also 
investigated the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, division and odd 
and even numbers. Whilst in English we have examined the 
Grandad’s Island book and put ourselves inside the story and 
empathised with Syd and Grandad and their issues and dilemmas. 
We have engaged with the illustrations and added layers of meaning 
to give interpretations of the text. We have also been identifying 
verbs, adverbs and co-ordinating conjunctions and using our VIPERS 
skills when examining our English reading texts on castles and 
habitats.

In Science we have been examining the use of everyday materials 
and sorting and classifying objects based on their properties and 
examining how some materials are naturally occurring and others are 
man-made. In History we have been recognising the similarities and 
differences between the clothes, toys and schooling of the Victorian 
era and modern day. Whilst in Geography we have been comparing 
our school grounds using aerial images, maps and plans and have 
made a map including symbols and scale. We have also greatly 
enjoyed using a variety of materials to make a collage in Art and 
investigating mechanism and sliders in Design and Technology to 
create our teddy bear and rocking horse moving picture book.

It has been yet another brilliant term of growth and development and 
building on knowledge and experiences. Thank you to all pupils and 
grown-ups for your time and patience during a busy term. We hope 
that you have a lovely break and come back refreshed and ready for 
Spring 2.

Miss Buckley, Miss Cairns and Miss Morrison

Year 2
 



Year 3
 

We have had a fantastic start to 2022! The children have been 
working hard and are all arriving with a can-do attitude towards their 
learning.

This half term the children have written narratives based on our class 
text ‘Leon and the Place Between’. They enjoyed this text and are 
becoming confident writers. Next, the children studied a persuasive text 
and are now able to identify the features and structure of a persuasive 
advert

In Maths, we have been focusing on times tables and using known 
facts to help is solve problems. Please encourage your children to 
use Sumdog and Hit the Button to further support their times tables 
knowledge.

The children have enjoyed our Super Scientist topic and have been 
learning about different scientist who have had a significant impact on 
our lives. The topic covered many areas of science and many of the 
children have now decided what type of scientist they would like to 
become.

Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Clayton & Mrs Robinson

 
 



WOW- what another incredible term finished and once again, Year 4 have all amazed 

me with their hard work and dedication to learning. 

This half-term’s theme has been Heritage and Culture, which was the focus in History, 

Geography, Art and PSHE. Some incredible work has been produced throughout with 

the focus being around the Roman Empire!

Maths
Throughout this half term, Year 4 have been working on their multiplication and 

division. Looking at various ways in which equations can be tackled, using both written 

methods and pictorial representations. It has been amazing to see how independent 

each one has become for their own learning by finding and using resources that they 

know will help support them.

Science
In science, our new unit was ‘Sustainability’. Throughout this unit, Year 4 learned about 

recycling and global warming and how recycling can help to live a sustainable lifestyle. 

Year 4 enjoyed learning about the ‘life cycle assessment’ as it gave them plenty of 

opportunities to look at various everyday and decide which was the more sustainable 

option, some answers which took them by surprise. Toward the end of the unit, Year 4 

used their iPad's to create incredible brochures which gave clear explanations of 

climate change.  

 
 

 

English
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane has been our book focus for this half-

term. Year 4 absolutely LOVED this book and thoroughly enjoyed finding out 

about the journey of the posh, well-dressed rabbit, Edward! Using the book to 

support their writing, Year 4 produced an incredible narrative of a posh, toy 

animal of their choice… telling readers about the journey they ended up on! After 

that, Year 4 wrote incredible journals of one of the terrible days that came from 

the journey as they put themselves in the shoes of the toy animal. 

Thank you so much for your continued support and enjoy your half-term!

Miss Dale & Miss J Sweeting

Year   4



Year 5
The new year has brought new learning with it this half term!

Our over arching theme has been about the Vikings. In English we have been reading and writing Viking Boy by Tony Bradman 
and the children have loved it! In History and Geography we have explored where the Anglo Saxons and Vikings came from and 
why they came to Britain. I have been really impressed by the children’s growth in skills in our reading lessons too and we have 
learnt new strategies to be able to understand tricky words without getting a dictionary or Google! We have broken the words 
down into chunks, re-read the rest of the sentence and used synonyms to replace difficult words.

Multiplication has been our focus in maths this half term. The children have been working so hard on Sumdog to improve the 
speed of their times tables and this has helped them when applying it to multiplying larger numbers too! We have understood 
how to multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000; and most recently have moved onto understanding and calculating area and 
perimeter.

Homework completion has been much better this half term and as a result of this many of the children have shown a real 
growth in confidence in their own learning! Practice really does make perfect as they say.

In our Personal Development and PSHE lessons we have been thinking about some really important aspects of growing up- 
Peer Pressure and influences. The children have thought about how to develop their habit of patience. They have thought about 
what influences they have around them, and hopefully now they can focus more on the positive influences to help them to 
become inspirational themselves.

The presentation and handwriting this half term has really improved and I am so proud of them all! We have been focussing on 
joining letters and taking our time to ensure that all work is presented neatly and carefully! Some children may even be given a 
pen to write with next half term as a reward of their efforts!

We hope that you are able to enjoy a restful weeks break and look forward to seeing many of you at parents evening again very 
soon!

Miss Hughes and Miss Turner.



 

Year 6

 

 

Year 6
 

 
 

This half term we have explored the book Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. The children have written 
their own narratives based on the text. It has been incredible to see the effort they have put in and the quality of 
their work.

In maths, the children have been working on decimals and percentages. They have applied their knowledge and 
skills to solving multi-step word problems and complex calculations.

Our theme this half term has been Heritage and Culture. The children have investigated The Industrial 
Revolution. We have studied what life was like in Victorian Britain and how inventions have pathed the way for 
modern life. In geography, we have used maps to compare Britain in the pre-industrial and post-industrial age. 
The topic was further extended to our music lessons where we looked at how different groups of people 
experienced music in the 1700s – 1900s.

In other areas of the curriculum, our science lessons have been based on evolution and inheritance. The 
children began by exploring the work of Charles Darwin and how he developed the theory of evolution. We then 
went on to look at characteristics that are inherited and those that are acquired.

What a fantastic start to the new year! Well done Year 6.

Miss Webster and Miss Myatt



Community Matters

They asked for playground storage containers for each year group so that they could be responsible for their own equipment. The suggestion was taken to the Senior Leadership team who considered it a good idea, and it happened!

They sugge
sted a rota for lunchtimes so that 

different clas
ses took it in turns 

to go first for 

dinner, rathe
r than always in the s

ame order. 

The sugges
tion was taken to the Senior 

Leadership 
team who considered it a

 good 

idea, and once again it
 happened!

They asked for a lunchtime club for children who prefer a quiet space to read or draw. This was supported by our Mini SLT who also asked for something similar. The suggestion was taken to the Senior Leadership team who considered it another good idea, and you guessed it….it happened again!

Academy MP’s

Academy MP’s have met three times since being elected. They meet once a month to reflect 
on school improvement linked to the 9 habits. In November they thought about Being Hopeful, 
and what they would most like to achieve over the next year. In December they thought about 
Being Joyful, and how they could bring moments of joy to those who need it most. In January, 
they considered Being Patient, and reflected on times when waiting for something could bring 
positive rewards.

Our Academy MP’s also celebrated some of the small victories that they have made already. 
Here are just a few:

We are pleased to announce that we will be offering another football after school club for younger pupils on 
Thursdays after the half term holiday. Boys and girls in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are welcome to attend. 

Parents can book a place on MCAS by paying in advance for the half term. Sessions are only £2.50 per class so 
book early, before the places run out!!




